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ELA 9 About Assignment Feedback and Growth               Name: _____________________________ 

 

Formative Feedback Looks Like ... 
How is formative feedback different from 
summative? 

Summative Feedback Looks Like ... 
What’s important about Summative feedback or 
how would you use it differently? 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It's supposed to help me  by... It's supposed to help me by..  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

When I’m waiting for it, or when I get it back 
withwork, it feels like... 

Does waiting for Summative Feedback feel 
different? Or how would it feel different to wait 
for?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Some people think they're only able to do what they can already do (well). They don't think you can grow or 
improve skills in some areas. But see if you can make a list of things you weren't good at at first and then 
learned and became better at. 
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I wasn't good at... But then I tried/practiced and.... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

So now when I encounter things I’m unsure of or struggle with, I can remember that…  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How are you growing in  
ELA Skills? Writing/Reading/Speaking/Listening/Representing/Viewing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attitude about ELA as a subject and this class and the work you do?  
 
 
 
 
 
Your resiliency to handle challenges? Are you getting better at handling the things that are difficult 
for you? 
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Without Summative Assessments, the 
work you're doing is low-risk, meaning 
there's little consequence for trying 
something new or challenging and possibly 
failing at it. 
Many schools or classes are trying to “go 
gradeless”.  
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• So if there are fewer downfalls to trying new things without the consequence of a lasting grade, would you 
say you’re taking risks more often or in different ways than you remember last year in ELA? Explain. 

 

 
 
 

• In the last several months, identify ways you've stretched your ELA abilities, meaning you’ve improved 
your skills in just a few ways? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• What goes through your mind when you have an option of challenges – a) easy way/low risk or b) 
challenging way/higher risk of failing at it? And what makes you choose one or the other? 
 

 
 

 

Gradeless Classes  
• (Middle Years) focus on formative feedback to help you set personal goals and test abilities. 

Formative feedback: 
o Needs to be regular, not just at the end of a learning task 
o Focuses on the learning process 
o Helps students maintain their focus 
o Helps to give direction and assistance on a task 
o Should be reflective, to help students reflect on their own choices, ability and growth 
o Must be honest, supportive, and encouraging 
o Needs to be linked to the purpose of the task (focused on the learning) 
o Should result in enabling – helping students see what they’re capable of; that they can learn from the trial and 

feedback.  
• Research Findings: Formative Assessment: Bridging the Research-Practice Divide (July 2010) 

o Research proves use of formative assessment can double the speed of learning development 
o Formative assessment helps low achieving students the most  
o The most distressing find of the research was the perception of students that Grades were all that was important to 

students 

• High School Classes/Grades: 
You’ll still receive the Formative Feedback “during the learning”, but also receive a Summative 
Assessment – a final mark on the product – at the end. 
How do you think it will feel, soon, when you start High School classes where Summative marks will 
begin for you? Will you approach your work differently? 
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Reviewing Summative Feedback of your course work:  
 
I’ve kept much of your “end of the learning” feedback and focused on giving more “during the learning” 
feedback. The goal was for you to focus more on the process of the work you were doing than worry 
about the result or mark for that work. I hoped you would feel more willing to try new things without 
worrying about whether you’d get a high level mark or possibly lose a guaranteed level 5.  
 
You’re going to look back through that summative feedback and make some observations of your growth 
in some things you used to struggle with and identify some areas you hope to still grow more in yet. 
 
Things I notice in my work from the feedback: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Things I’d like to improve or try differently going forward: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Using Feedback Forward: This feedback should help you to do better in future work.  
Set one Short Term Goal – easy to accomplish in the near future in ELA: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Set one Long Term Goal – you’ll try to grow in this for a long while in ELA into High School: 
 
 
 
 


