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Jamie

When Jamie was sixteen, B
Suddenly he was deaf. There Were no songs,

No voices any more.

He walked abour stunned by the terrible silence.
Kicking a stick, rapping his knuckles on doors,
He felt a spell of silence all about him,

- So loud it made a whirring in his ears,

People moved mouths without a sound escaping:
He shuddered at the straining of their theoats.

'And suddenly he watched them with suspicion.

Wondering if they were talking of his faults,

Were pitying him or seeing him with scorn.

He dived into their eyes and dragged up sneers,

And sauntering the streets, imagined laughter behind him.
Working at odd jobs, ploughing, picking potatoes,

- Chopping trees in the lumber woods in winter,

He became accustomed to an aimless and lonely labour,
He was solitary and unloquacious as a stone.

And silence grew qver him like moss on an old stump.

But sometimes, going to town, : .
He was sore with the hunger for company among the people
And, getting drunk, would shout at them for friendship,
Laughing aloud in the streets, -

He retumned to the woods, -

And dreaming at night of a shining cowboy heaven
Where guns crashed through his deafness, awoke morose,
And chopped the necks of pine trees in his anger.

ELIZABETH BREWSTER
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Well, son, Tl tell you:

Life for me ain't been no crystal stair.
It's had tacks in ir,

And splinters

And boards rorn up,

And places with no carpet on the floor —
Bare,

But all the rime

I’se been a-climbin’ on,

And reachin’ landin's

And turnin’ corners,

And sometimes goin® in the dark

Where there ain't been no light.

So, boy, don't you turn back.

Don’t you set down on the steps

‘Cause you finds it kinder hard.

Don’t you fall now—

For I'se still goin’, honey,

U'se still climbin’, ,

And life for me ain’t been no crystal stair.
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