ELA 20 Going back to youth

You’ve discussed as a class the idea of going back to places you once enjoyed as children. Somehow, things are never as good as you remembered them. That great big swing you remember being so fantastic  is just a swing now, no different than others you’ve seen. We’re connected, though, to those places and experiences. It is where we come from and a part of our past. It’s a challenging thing, though, to reflect on. 

Assignment: Interview / Paragraph writing

1. Choose someone in the class to interview and find out from them some of their more favorite memories of their childhood. Inquire about specific places they remember going with their families or friends, their special grade school teachers, or a pet they had in youth. Gather whatever information down that you choose but pick one memory or story in particular to share with the class. Get the details from them that you think you would like to include: any special stories about their memory, a smell, or a hiding spot for things, etc. 
2. Write an introduction in a paragraph of no less than seven sentences sharing the story of your partner’s youth. You do not have to include their name; you can leave it anonymous to see if your classmates can guess whose story it is. You’ll then read your introduction aloud to the class and share with them the reflective thoughts of your partner’s childhood.
a. Choose to write this paragraph in either the narrative or descriptive form. 

b. Be sure to develop a strong opening sentence. It needs to catch and retain the reader’s attention.

c. Support your topic with supporting sentences.

d. Conclude or summarize your paragraph being sure to round off the story and leave the reader feeling satisfied. (Do not end it too abruptly.)

Type out your paragraph using size 12 font (Times New Roman or Courier New) with once inch margins on the sides. Please only use black ink. No cover page is required for this but attach your name, date, and class in the top right corner of the page.

This assignment is due when we return from the long weekend on Tuesday, September 2.

Rubric 

/5  Effective narrative or descriptive paragraph.

/3  Strong topic sentence, summary sentences ends it nicely

/2  Grammar: structure, mechanics, spelling, type errors.

