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Skill-based content:

1. Literature

a. Genres: short stories, poems, essays, articles, novels, plays

b. Authors

c. Major characters

d. Themes: the lesson to be learned from the story/ moral of the story (not the subject of topic of the story)

e. Styles of writing: particular style of each author, such as use of dialogue, length of sentences, choice of words, tone of writing, use of foreshadowing, irony, etc.

f. Titles: how the title of a story or poem relates to the subject
2. Units / sub-units of both Equality unit and Decisions: understand the basic themes in the courses and possibly be prepared to summarize them

3. Comprehension questions: questions related to a piece of reading (short story, essay, or poem)

a. Lower level – direct response meaning the answer will be found directly from the literature

b. Higher level – inferring meaning you will have to ‘read into’ what is written and explain things not directly found, such as a character’s motivation for something or the effect a particular event in the story has on the overall tone, etc. 

4. Compare / contrast: If given two things from our course (characters or stories, etc) explain how they are similar to each other and also how they differ.

a. Stories

b. Themes

c. Characters

d. Motivations

e. Conflicts
5. Grammar / Sentences

a. Comma use: three main types of commas used

b. Sentence variety: varying the structure of the sentences; using complex sentences rather than short, simple and choppy sentences

c. Transitions: either transition sentences to link or smoothly go from one paragraph to the next (or one idea to the next) or transitional phrases that link from one idea to the next (between paragraphs or even between sentences in the same paragraph)

d. Subject – verb agreement: the verb used matches the single or plural subject

e. Present and past tense: understanding the difference between writing in present or past tense; being consistent at least and not switching from present to past in the same sentence of paragraph.

f. “So” is a verbal transition between phrases, but should never begin a sentence.

6. Essay writing: Formal Literary essay writing, five paragraphs

a. Three don’ts of formal essays: no personal pronouns, no contractions, always in present tense.

b. Formal structure of a paragraph

c. Word choice: formal word choice, rather than less formal language used

d. Format of essay and paragraphs:

i. Attention grabbing opening statement

ii. Explanation of essay’s topic – general introduction to topic

iii. Brief background of literature source (or  very general intro to characters or subjects that will be introduced in each paragraph as support)

iv. Thesis: three point sentence that explains the topics for three body paragraphs that are the support for the essay’s point

v. Transition sentence: a general sentence to end the introductory paragraph

vi. Topic sentences for each body paragraph – state topic, not plot summary of story being used as support.

vii. List author and titles of supporting literature (if several) for each body paragraph)

viii. Set up point

ix. Set up context of event to be used as support

x. Give specific evidence / example of thing that proves your paragraph’s point

xi. Explanation / expanding on how that example proves the point

xii. Summary sentence for each body paragraph to remind of topic’s point

xiii. Concluding paragraph begins with general summary of overall point of essay (does not restate three paragraph points)

xiv. Explanation of value of essay / what reader can do with this new understanding 

xv. End with a poignant conclusion or sentence to satisfy reader and create an effective end to essay.

xvi. Edit – reread for proofing, capitals, punctuation, etc.

xvii. Sound confident: your writing is your opinion so you never have to explain “In this essay I will…” Never write that you are writing an essay. 

xviii. Title essay – creative title, not the obvious

xix. Integrating references (phrases)

7. Elements of Literature:

a. Plot: conflict, rising action, climax, resolution

b. Characters: dynamic characters (that develop mentally, emotionally, etc through the story), stock characters (there in the background only)
c. Setting (time and place)

d. Tone: mood created by dialogue, descriptions, events

e. Purpose: purpose is not to “show” the reader something but one of the following: to explain, to entertain, to persuade, to inform, to educate, to analyze, to compare,  etc. 

f. Conflict: man vs self (internal thoughts, motives, actions) or man vs man; nature; society; fate. 

g. Point of view: third person (omniscient or limited omniscient), second person (speaking to reader directly) or first person (speaking from their own perspective)

h. Dialogue: creates a voice for characters (personalities, etc)

i. Parallelism – storylines that mirror each other

j. Foreshadowing: hinting to events to come

k. Symbolism: event, dialogue, item, etc represents something other than the obvious
8. Poetry:

a. Style created in poem by author / purposeful style

b. Voice / Point of view

c. Theme
d. Tone: the mood developed by the author using word choice or setting, etc.

e. Title: related to topic

f. Conflict resolution: not all poems are resolved at the end

g. Paraphrase: summarize in your own words each stanza or whole poem

h. Figurative Language:

i. Metaphor

ii. Simile

iii. Personification

iv. Alliteration

v. Hyperbole

vi. Onomatopoeia

vii. Juxtaposition
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