ELA 10 A

	The Unknown: Hopes and Fears
	Challenges: Opportunities and Obstacles

	The last person on Earth sat alone in a room. There was a knock at the door. 

-David Booth

Life has many mysteries. There is so much that we know and yet there are still questions for which we seek the answers. Some people find answers in faith and/or science. Other people find answers in the arts, nature, or daily living. Life is a mystery begging to be explored. 

Sub-units for this Unit include:

· Mystery and Suspense

· The Unexplained

· Fantasy

· Science Fiction

· The Future
	The happiness in your life depends upon the character of your thoughts.

- Marcus Aurelius

How do you deal with an unexpected challenge- a difficulty you hadn’t counted on? Some people panic, then slowly adjust to the new trial. Others move ahead boldy, ready to handle whatever comes their way. Challenge often brings out the best in people by forcing them to think creatively and to develop resources they did not even know they had. In this way, challenges help an individual grow. Consider what unknown challenge people face and how they are changed by their experience. 

Sub-units for this Unit include:

· Quests and Adventures

· Courage and Leadership

· Struggle and Achievement

· Conflict and Search for Peace




These units will both be explored through a variety of short stories, essays, poems, plays and novels. Their content will be integrated with Oracy (speaking and listening) and Literacy (reading and writing). Other Literacies (representing and viewing) will also be used in the course. 

Journal writing will be a continuous process to include both Oracy and Literacy skills.

The aim of English Language Arts is to graduate literate students who are competent and confident in using language for function and for enjoyment purposes. Language is a defining characteristic of human beings and is the basis for learning, thinking and communication. Our ELA program promotes language opportunities to: 

1. learn language through experiences with language.

2. learn about language (its elements, processes and conventions) as students speak, listen, write, read, view and represent.

3. learn through language by using it to learn about life, literature and language itself.

Student assignments and activities may include a combination of the following tasks:

Note: Your evaluation will be based on those in bold. 

	Speaking and Listening


	Writing and Reading


	Representing and Viewing

	Group discussions

Directions

Explanations

Reading Aloud

Q and A

Prepared Talk on a Topic

Oral Reading of Poetry

Introduction of a Person

Groupwork


	Short Stories, Poetry

Essays, Novels
Newspapers, magazines, editorials

Charts, maps, graphs

Blogs

Paragraphs – Expository,     

                     Persuasive

Essay with documentation

Character Sketch (description)

Narrative 

Social Letter

Experiment with poem, legend, etc


	Video

Radio

Film

Posters

Web pages

Blogs

Presentation using print and non print aids


