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“Remember Mum When I Mocked You?”  Irshad Maji

Consider the following before reading:

1. Describe a time when you began to realize your parents were not so invincible and were vulnerable.






2. Have you ever witnessed a parent hurt or emotional? Did it change how you saw them, just a little? Explain.





After reading:

1. What is your definition / understanding of “oppression”? How does it relate to this story?





2. What purpose do you think the author had in writing this story? Is it necessarily a true story? Why write it if it’s fiction?




3. What is the tone of the story. Give three pieces of evidence to support your response.







4. How effective do you think the story is written as directed to the mother. Would it have had the same effect for the reader if the narrator just retold the story from her youth? Why direct the narrative towards the mother?








5. Can you recall a time when a friend was embarrassed by one of their parents and possibly made the parent feel under-valued? Explain. Why do you think it’s easier to see friends take their parents for granted and not see ourselves do the same thing?





