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ELA B30 Major Hamlet Assignment

Now that you’ve thoroughly studied the elaborate play of Hamlet, it’s time for you to test your understanding and opinion of it. Each student has their own essay question and must formulate an argument and complete essay to respond. When considering your essay question, try to not regurgitate ideas about Hamlet that you’ve been given through our discussions or read from an online source. Try to look at Hamlet uniquely, from your own perspective, and show that in your writing. 
Attached are the rubrics which will be used to evaluate your final essay. Remind yourself of these as you write to be sure you are meeting what is required.

Hand in (in the following order):

1. Rubric (two-sided green sheet)

2. Final draft

3. Brainstorming – planning sheet

4. Draft – editing copy

Your essay must be:

1. Typed in size 12 font, Times New Roman or Currier New 

2. Must include citations from the literature, with reference to their location
(Ie: A. ii. 45-48)

3. A five-paragraph Formal Literary Essay (Analysis) meaning:

a. Always present tense

b. No contractions (wouldn’t, it’s)

c. No personal pronouns (“I”, “we”)

i. Follows the structure of the five-par essay

ii. Appropriate topic sentences, transition sentences, thesis / conclusion, etc


Integrating a reference smoothly into your writing:

Ex: When left alone to contemplate what course of action he should follow, Hamlet fails to plan for his task but instead falls into self-pity, crying that he wishes “the Everlasting had not fixed / His canon ‘gainst self-slaughter” (I. ii. 131-132). 

Ex: Several examples are given where Hamlet, always stalling with reflection, talks himself into confusion admitting that his constant questioning “puzzles the will” (III. i. 30), distracting him from his purpose. 

Ex: Directly after hearing the news from the Ghost of the true reason for his passing, Hamlet cries out with determination that the Ghost’s “commandment alone shall live / Within the book and volume of [his] brain / Unmixed with baser matters” (I.v. 102-104), yet he fails to go directly to the King to confront him but plans to play mad, a seemingly unproductive choice.

Organization Rubric for Essay:

        
/1 Opening sentence
 
/ 1 Background to literature – related to essay topic
               /2  Thesis statement (includes three topics listed in order)
                    Transition sentence

 
/2 Topic sentence – on topic / varied sentence style
 
/1 Topic explained 
       
     Evidence (reference, source cited)
                    Transition sentence to next topic

 
/2 Topic sentence – on topic / varied sentence style
 
/1 Topic explained 
       
     Evidence (reference, source cited)
       
    Transition sentence to next topic

 
/2 Topic sentence – on topic / varied sentence style
 
/1 Topic explained 
                   Evidence (reference, source cited)
       
    Transition sentence to next topic

 
/1 Summary sentence (general sentence reminding overall topic)
     
    General reflection of essay topic / reason for considering it / value in understanding topic
   
/1 Final sentence (unique ending, no new information, possible quotation from literature to       
   
   leave a nice ending)
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Hamlet Major Essay Assignment
	Organization Rubric Mark

	__________________
	___________________
	

	Quality of Writing:




	Sentences show variety and strong word choice. This essay has a strong, fluent writing style.

4
	Little variety exists with sentences or word choice. The writing style seems weak or uncertain. 
 3-2
	Sentences are weak, simple, and repetitive. The writing style is not adequate for this level of course.

 1-0

	Argument:


	Argument is clearly well-constructed and supported.
4
	Argument is present, though weak or unsupported.
3-2
	A weak or inconsistent essay argument exists.
1-0

	Relevance / Precision of References: 


	Material to support argument was carefully chosen with effort to include only the strongest evidence and no excess. The cited portions were smoothly integrated properly into the writing.
4
	Material to support argument was relevant to topic, though excess or irrelevant portions may have been included. The cited portions were somewhat awkwardly integrated into the writing. 
3-2
	Material to support argument was either unrelated or poorly chosen. A great deal of excess material was included which leaves essay unclear. The cited portions were inappropriately or improperly integrated. 
1-0

	Freshness of Thought:


	The writer clearly understands not only the plot of the literature but is able to clearly and uniquely analyze the material, showing original thinking, not something pre-prepared.
4
	The writer understands the material somewhat and seems able to analyze the material in an original way at times, but relies on pre-prepared / regurgitated ideas for much of essay. 
3-2
	The writer seems to understand the literature awkwardly, giving simple ideas and regurgitated examples / analysis instead of showing unique original thinking. 
1-0


/ 35 Marks 

