Integrating References into your Writing
To add support to your essay, you need to provide evidence about your topic, whether it is an essay for History, Science, or an English literary essay. When doing so, though, people often have difficulty integrating the extra information (their evidence) smoothly into their own writing.

In a report of some kind, you have to make sure you:

1. Don’t make the source information say or allude to something it wasn’t meant to.

2. Add it smoothly into your own sentence. Never just “drop it in”.

3. Always keep your references and attribute the credit to the source you referenced, even if you didn’t add it in word-for-word.

Topic: Elder abuse

Reference: Elder abuse can take place in the home, in other residential settings, or in the community. (Elder Abuse, 2008)

Misused Reference: Certain organizations recognize and approve of elder abuse, encouraging that it “take place in the home, in other residential settings, or in the community” (Elder Abuse, 2008).
In a literary essay, there are a few things you need to be especially aware of:

1. Do not “drop in” references. You should credit or reference the person whose viewpoint the reference comes from. 
Correct:  The author reflects on his desire for “laughing when [he] feels like it” (Byron).


2. Always maintain the same subject of the sentence. (This is a common but major mistake.)
Reference: “She is small with a natural style...and a clear complexion but I wish she would respond a bit. She silences me” (Wallace)

Wrong: The author feels uncomfortable because his girlfriend does not respond well to him. “I wish she would respond a bit. She silences me” (Wallace).
       Reasons why this is incorrect:

a. “I” in that sentence would / could mean you, the writer of the essay, if done improperly.

b. This reference is completely “dropped in” and not connected by your writing to your point.
Correct versions:
a. The author feels uncomfortable because his girlfriend does not respond well to him. He is resentful and “wish[es] she would respond a bit [ but feels] she silences [him]” (Wallace). 

b. Feeling his girlfriend “silences” him, the author expresses a desire for her to “respond a bit”(Wallace).

3. Anything you change / add to the reference needs to be put into square brackets. [ ] 
Source: “I get lonely,” she said. “You can talk to people but I can’t talk to nobody but Curley” (87).
Correct: Curley’s wife lets her guard down and expresses her truest feelings to Lennie, saying she “get[s] lonely [since she] can’t talk to nobody” (87).

4. The three dots (elipses) are only included “inside” a reference to show that you have omitted some of the quotation. You never begin a quotation or end it with these, they only go inside a quote.

5. There should be no need to use square brackets in the first word of your reference. If your quote starts with something you’ve changed, push your quotation marks back to start where the unaltered part of the reference begins. For example, don’t write that Lennie “[was] wanting to have a puppy”. Write, instead, that Lennie was “wanting to have a puppy”. 

Assignment: Write sentences that suit the following topics and properly integrate a reference from the text given.

1. Pg 58  Lennie and George excite themselves / keep their spirits high by the constant reciting of their farm plans.









2. Pg 36 Carlson’s reasoning behind wanting to put Candy’s dog down.








3. Pg 74 Crook’s disbelief in the idea of George or Lennie getting a farm. Or Crooks feeling isolated feelings exposed while talking about the farm plan.








4. Pg 86 Lennie’s personal struggle after killing Curley’s wife.







5. Pg 90 Curley’s wife’s interest in talking to Lennie (why she feels safe with him).








6. Pg 94 George’s true feelings about the reality of the boys getting the farm.







7. Pg 6 George venting about the trouble Lennie causes him.







8. Pg 24 Isolation: Candy’s guarded and normal approach to new guys when they come to the ranch.

