ELA A30 Allowable sources to reference for Dept. exam

· “Our Drum” poem

· “Not Just a Platform for My Dance” poem

· “Your Country, Ton Pays” poem

· “Where I Come From” poem

· “Where the World Began” essay

· Mirage full-length play
· “Now that the Buffalo’s Gone” poem
· “Home Place” story
· “Parallel Lives” poem
· April Raintree  novel
· “The Painted Door” story
Sources you will be given:
· “God is Not a Fish Inspector” story
· “The Day I Became a Canadian” story
· “The Law of the Yukon” essay
· Mirage review

ELA 20 Sources for Final 

· “I Remember Back Home” poem
· “My Hometown” poem
· “Homestreet” poem
· “Back to Wolf Willow” reflective essay
· “Penny in the Dust” story
· “Grace” story
· “How to Battle With Grown-Ups” satire essay
· “For Reading out Loud” article
· A Quality of Light novel
· “The Child Who Walks Backwards” poem
Sources you will be given: 

· “The Broken Globe” story
· “Goalie” essay
· “The Man Who Finds His Son Has Become a Thief” poem
· “Imprints” poem

Essay Outline

Opening Statement: _____________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________
Thesis Statement : _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
Transitional sentence: ____________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________

Topic Sentence #1: _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Supporting Topics:

· (Reference)  


Topic Sentence #2: _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Supporting Topics:

· (Reference) 


Topic Sentence #3: _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Supporting Topics:

· (Reference) 


Concluding Sentence: (restated thesis) _______________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

	Writing engaging intros and conclusions…


The effort put into gathering the necessary information, organizing into a reasonable argument, and then presenting it smoothly in three body paragraphs can be cruely dishonored with an introduction that is lacking and a conclusion obviously rushed. The reader of such work is left feeling teased, in a way; there was such potential but carelessness killed it.

But how do you do it more effectively? What are the keys to writing an introduction that captivates your reader and leaves them longing for more or with a lingering feeling of something good that just happened. This is what a conscientious writer hopes to achieve. Now, you can arm yourself with the same potential.

Introductions
Free advice:

1. Word choice is key in creating a strong introduction. “Precision of words” is a phrase that can be whispered to remind you of this. 

2. Transitions are necessary (and often subtly included, whether you realize or not) to help the reader follow your ideas. These transitions can move you spatially, chronologically, through a cause and effect process and more. 

3. Adjective phrases included in your thesis create a more mature level of writing that follows on topic but is not repetitive of the topic sentences to follow. 

4. Do not be afraid to go back. The best start is by writing your body paragraphs first and then write your introduction. Once that is completed, though, do not be afraid to look at your essay as a whole and be sure that it flows, is consistent in its pattern and covers the details suggested by your intro with nothing left out. (Do not over-promise in an introduction.) 

Examples of transitions (at various locations of the sentences) that create smooth reading:

Of most importance to the story, Mr. Hundert hopes in the boy. His hopes lead him to overlook another student whose father wants his son to have a good education. Feeling he is now a failure, Mr. Hundert leaves school, he begins to write a book instead of teaching, and believes he has learned, though negatively, through his situation. 

Step-by-step Introductory paragraph writing:

· Attention grabber – don’t  be gaudy or crass but thought provoking. This sentence will set the tone for your paper and lead up to your thesis. Consider using shocking statistics or a statement of some sort. 

· Give readers a context for the essay- why are you writing it? Explain the topic or the question you are considering. 

· Never include more than 25% of the original essay question; this can be too repetitive. 

· Give context to your discussion of the topic - use background to the discussion, background to the literature or movie in reference, or consider an emotional appeal of some sort to draw your reader in. 

· You can potentially use an analogy of some sort (a short moral-based or similar story) or use a contrast in analyzing the topic. 

· Include a transition sentence to link from your background / context discussion to lead up to the thesis (focus) of the essay. (You want to hint at the direction you will take shortly.) 

· Clearly state the direction of the essay in a “topic 1, 2, and 3″ using phrases, not simple words. 

· Add one transition sentence to lead nicely from the thesis into the body of your essay. You can add a comment about the importance of considering your topic, the value in asking questions etc. 

Student generated thesis statement and transition sentences:

In the movie The Emperor’s Club, hope in the future exists through the potential of a young student, the opportunities of a generation, and the learning outcomes, regardless of intention. Through experiences, characters anticipate different events in their future, learn through the process and are driven in life. 


Conclusion:
Free Advice:

1. Aim to give a sense of completion for the reader. 

2. Try to sound convincing in your argument / point made. 

3. Do not introduce new information. 

4. Do not relist topics. 

5. You may refer to the introductory paragraph by using similar phrases but do not be too directly repetitive. 

6. Ensure a smooth flow from the last body paragraph into your conclusion. (Make sure it is not too abrupt.) 

7. Avoid trite, overused beginnings such as “In conclusion, characters in all situations anticipate future goals but suffer defeat. …”, “In summary…”, or “As you can see, this essay proves that…”. 

A step-by-step guide:

· Write a general statement that is thoughtful and reflective that comprises the basic message of the whole essay, in one sentence. 

· Add an evaluation of the importance of considering the topic. 

· Include a statement that is more broad (larger than the specifics you have just discussed) to show how the topic relates to other things. 

· Consider encouraging the reader to take action or use the information in their future for helping cause change. 

· Give a thoughtful warning regarding the essay’s topic. 

· Include an insightful, witty comment summing up the essay. 

· Add a quote from the sources / literature regarding the topic that could end it nicely. 

· Describe an image of the character or topic that gives an ending. 

· End with a rhetorical question that leaves the reader thinking of the topic. 

Easy six-step format for writing a body paragraph for a literary essay”

1. Make a statement about the paragraph’s topic. Be clear and concise.

2. What source are you going to refer to in giving evidence to your point? List it with the title and author’s last name. 
                Note: These two sentences can be combined into one, if you’re careful.
3. Explain the background to the literary source you are going to use. Assume they haven’t read it, but do not give them a plot summary, just the overview of the source of tension.

4. Expose how this particular story (etc) that you have chosen relates to the topic. How does it support what you are trying to say?

5. Give a specific example of an event or dialogue from the story that clearly supports your topic.

6. Expand on the specific example now and expose how (you believe) it supports the topic of your paragraph.

7. Write a summary sentence that repeats what the topic of the paragraph was about and hint towards what the next paragraph will bring.

Example:
It is inevitable for all characters in Canadian literature to be strongly influenced by their physical surroundings. Such physical influence is evident in the full-length play titled Mirage by Ringwood. Following the social and historical events of three generations of families, the play showcases the history of settlement in Saskatchewan’s prairies and the lifestyle difficulties that evolve but still remain. Near the end of the play, the youngest of the generation of farmers stands facing his father’s homestead, reflecting on his youth and experiences and contemplates his decision of either following a lucrative profession in the oil industry or taking up the family business and staying close to his humble roots, saying “(insert quote here)” (Ringwood).  Having grown up living so close to the unique environment of Saskatchewan’s grasslands and feeling a certain sense of obligation to maintain the family tradition of living respectfully with nature, the man realizes the hard decision is forced to make and feels an intense pull by his natural surroundings. While always a part of the setting of any piece of writing, authors in Canadian literature often expose character relationships with their environment as being of central importance, second only to the seasons of their region. 


While geographic locations play a large part in creating the background to a story, writers often use nature and its uncontrollable seasons to enhance a character’s emotional, and internal struggle. 

The example above highlights the:

· Topic sentence of the paragraph

· The topic repeated in the summary sentence

· The hint or transition into the next paragraph’s topic

· The transition ‘from’ the last paragraph ‘to’ the current one

Note: 

This is an informal personal essay, meaning I can use personal pronouns and contractions and it does include my own beliefs.

The underlined sentences are the opening statement and the summary sentences. The highlighted portions are the thesis, topic sentences and concluding statement. As this was written to give as an example of proper essay structure, I included the highlights and underlining to help students pinpoint the important parts of the essay. In your own essay writing, however, you should not highlight or underline for your final draft.

More Than Family or Self, The Land Holds Value

There’s something important in my life that I love more than family or even myself – the land around me of Canada. As queer as that sounds, I’m coming to believe that with more conviction. Of course, by this, I really mean land, as far as the eye can see and beyond, in its most humble state. What then, you’ll ask, can bring someone to make such an odd statement? How about too many hours traveling a familiar highway, analyzing life and lessons with each passing mile, and realizing the land that runs past, no matter which highway or region, is familiar somehow? That would be the start of it all; a realization that there have been more than a few constants in my life and my natural environment would be one of the more steadfast than others. The consideration of this topic brought about a small realization of a central, but formerly unmarked, love of my environment that surrounds me, a hesitant separation from the connection of my family that comes with this new consciousness, and a self-awareness of the limitations of my own love for myself. It is unusual, though, to hear someone put something so expansive and indescribable into context like that, but this road is ever so long and my thoughts have brought me this far.


I have always loved having a certain private relationship with nature, though to what extent and how deeply I was fairly unaware. I’ve been alone a good deal and spent a lot of that time outdoors, out on walking paths or meandering along in thoughtless fashion on the back of my horse. I used to pine for the time when I could share that peacefulness and serenity with someone, when someone close to me could feel that same satisfaction and pure pleasure from being out in nature to take it in, all sights and sounds. It is great to share, no doubt, but having done that, I now realize the certain protectiveness I still hold where I am somewhat wary of relinquishing all parts of that to someone else. There is something indefinable to it that I cannot express. I feel a kinship now with the author of the essay “The Mysterious North” by Pierre Berton. He so clearly expresses the forced relationship he had with the land of his youth as a result of his location, limited to a specific interaction with it. It wasn’t until he had left it, gladly, that he later realizes a loss of something that was formerly unknown to him, a true connection to it that transcends all other things. That landscape, which had formerly been rejected by him, soon became essential to a fulfilled life. I think it is this way with my surroundings, even more vital than my family’s influence in my life, though to the full extent I am still coming to learn.


Don’t, however, think that my relationship with my family is not strong – it is where I came from and who I strive to be – but we all separate from our families at some point; we don’t, though, ever separate from the land around us. You can never leave it; it is always there! You may not acknowledge it but it is always with you, through every experience. Unlike with nature, we seem to negotiate the relationship we have within our families; there may always be some bit of tension or strains that are the growing pains as people grow and learn new things about themselves. We negotiate those relationships with family as they negotiate the same with us. It is never constantly the same. I’ve noticed lately, though, that while we may grow slightly apart from our families, we never grow apart from our surroundings. While I move farther and farther away from what I know as home, I find familiarity of that place in the new places I am in, something that is similar to comfort me. Nature seems to do this for me. The famous environmentalist and nature lover, Grey Owl, was similar, according to his writing in the essay “Jelly Roll and Me”. While he appreciated the idea of family and sharing affection with others, he sees such similarity and simplicity in sharing that fellowship connection with other living things around him, the land and animals. I don’t have to own a plot of land or have a bond with a certain beast or bird, but passing them all on my travels I feel connected to them. That I see them, that they exist in that place at the same time as I, gives me a strong feeling of communion with them. I am no nature nut, be clear, but I feel that connection to the land more regularly and compulsively than I do that of my family. 


The only thing, other than family, of importance for me has been “self” – my internal self, the one I cater to, yet ignore at times – but it can never compare with the ever protecting, ever-calling bond with the natural world constantly surrounding me. I protect this part of me, the Ego protects the Id, but I’m beginning to believe it’s not the most important thing in my world. Look at the world around you – do you see something bigger than yourself? Do you see your place in the order of things? As important as it is for me to continue protecting and advocating for the self that exists within, and with no lack of self-assurance and self-confidence, I must admit my sense of humility and awareness that I am inconsequential within the world I dwell in. I have a strong love for my “self” and warn you not to misread this as some inferior sense of purpose but rather an insightful realization in relativity – that I will pass while the natural world around me will not. I had heard it said that you could find your true self in isolation, apart from every influence. How can that be when the world, the land, surrounds you at every moment? There is no notion of “alone” here, only of companionship. The poem, “The Lonely Land”, shares this notion by depicting a serene scene of nature, quiet and undisturbed, alone and lonely, while a duck calls to its mate, but there is no true aloneness here, as even the soft sounds of that setting stay strong with me. It may be by choice or compulsion that I set its value above that of my own. I accept then, plainly, what that value of nature over self may imply. 


While every societal value says family and self-awareness are what are most important in life, I feel comfortable going against the grain to say, for myself, I love the living world just that slight bit more. It does not take away from the respect I have for my family and the blessing they have passed to me through their shared wisdom and humility. Neither does it take away from the simple regard I hold for my own self. There is a part of me, that internal strong, yet somehow vulnerable part, that needs to be loved and protected, but it thrives or crashes, at times, dependent on the sun and how brightly it shines on any particular day or the sound of the rain as it washes away a day’s stress. If something outside myself, more powerful than the wisdom of a mother’s soft words, can move me and give me strength so often needed, I can say with gratitude that I love what God has provided to surround me and commune with. It will always be there – a pure, beautiful, unspoiled environment, depending on where I choose to look, and it will last longer than us all. You may think to wonder, some day, in the meditative state induced by that long road ahead of you leading somewhere, whether it knows you. As alive as it seems, I wonder: does the world around you know the power it holds?  
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Final exam prep:  Essay question focus practice

Finding the focus of the essay question is so crucial. Writing the essay they ask for is better than writing an essay you want to give. 

For the following, consider each essay question and underneath write what you believe your direction would be in writing that essay.

ELA A30

1. Is ‘survival’ a common theme in Canadian literature (as far as you have noticed) or is it only thought to be? Respond with your thoughts in a personal essay.








2. In the same way that “survival” is thought to be a common theme, “isolation” is an equally common theme. The isolation can be emotional, geographical, cultural or other. Respond with your personal perspective.







3. Canada’s landscape and elements of nature seem important enough that the Department of Learning for Saskatchewan has demanded a study of it for half of the A30 course. Why is the land such an important part of the Canadian existence?






4. “I now realize that I have learned from books [and other genre] how to be Canadian. The images produced by literature eventually transcend the literature; they become embedded in our knowledge of ourselves. They become the adjectives used to describe ourselves.” (Daniel Francis) Choose three adjectives used to define Canadians. How are these adjectives exemplified by three selections you have studied this semester?






5. “The ties that bind any group of human beings to their homeland are extremely powerful. The love of land transcends rational thought and competes on the highest level with human emotions. A person’s love of homeland equals – and often surpasses – the love of family and love of life itself.” (Brian Maracle) Prove this is true of three selections we have studied this term.

Environment often is more than just the background or setting to a story; it often influences the character in small or major ways. How is this true in the literature you have studied?

ELA 20

1. The topic of much of writing reflects on the author’s personal past histories. Explain the benefits of going through such a process.






2. “Back to Wolf Willow” is a reflective essay that captures the author’s confusing at connecting what he believed were authentic memories of his childhood home with the realities of the town he sees upon his recent return. In what way is this essay characteristic of reflective essays?








3. Much study and emphasis has been on the education of young children, specifically in helping to encourage their interest in reading regardless of their individual abilities. Explain in a formal essay the strongest findings of these studies and what results they have in practice.






4. “Penny in the Dust” is one such piece of literature with a strongly developed symbolic element. For what purpose do authors include symbolism in their writing and what benefit does it have for their readers?








5. As many of life’s experiences are so common, the processes of reflecting on the past and anticipating events of the future are two of the most basic of human stages. Using literature to support your response, which of these stages is the most valuable for characters in literature?

Assignment: Using one of the five responses you completed from above, create an essay outline complete with opening statement, thesis and transition sentence, topic sentences and references for each body paragraph, and concluding statement. (For a bonus, add a witty or thought-provoking final sentence.)


Due Date: Monday January 14

Your evaluation will be marked out of the following criteria: 

· Detail / Content

· Organization / structurally sound

· Accurate and efficient inclusion of references to course content / theme

· Intriguing and engaging writing

· Strong voice / Confident writing



Each will potentially be based out of 4 marks on the following scale


· 4 Wow, wonderful work and strong effort clear.

· 3 Well done, effort apparent and efficiently completed

· 2 Not quite but close, attempt apparent

· 1 Hello? Review your handouts and ask for help

Essay Outline

Opening Statement: _____________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________
Thesis Statement : _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
Transitional sentence: ____________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ _______________________________________________________________________

Topic Sentence #1: _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Supporting Topics:

· (Reference)  


Topic Sentence #2: _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Supporting Topics:

· (Reference) 


Topic Sentence #3: _______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Supporting Topics:

· (Reference) 


Concluding Sentence: (restated thesis) _______________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

