	Writing engaging intros and conclusions…


The effort put into gathering the necessary information, organizing into a reasonable argument, and then presenting it smoothly in three body paragraphs can be cruely dishonored with an introduction that is lacking and a conclusion obviously rushed. The reader of such work is left feeling teased, in a way; there was such potential but carelessness killed it.

But how do you do it more effectively. What are the keys to writing an introduction that captivates your reader and leaves them longing for more or with a lingering feeling of something good that just happened. This is what a conscientious writer hopes to achieve. Now, you can arm yourself with the same potential.

Introductions
Free advice:

1. Word choice is key in creating a strong introduction. “Precision of words” is a phrase that can be whispered to remind you of this. 

2. Transitions are necessary (and often subtly included, whether you realize or not) to help the reader follow your ideas. These transitions can move you spatially, chronologically, through a cause and effect process and more. 

3. Adjective phrases included in your thesis create a more mature level of writing that follows on topic but is not repetitive of the topic sentences to follow. 

4. Do not be afraid to go back. The best start is by writing your body paragraphs first and then write your introduction. Once that is completed, though, do not be afraid to look at your essay as a whole and be sure that it flows, is consistent in its pattern and covers the details suggested by your intro with nothing left out. (Do not over-promise in an introduction.) 

Step-by-step Introductory paragraph writing:

· Attention grabber - do be gaudy or crass but though provoking. This sentence will set the tone for your paper and lead up to your thesis. Consider using shocking statistics or a statement of some sort. 

· Give readers a context for the essay- why are you writing it? Explain the topic or the question you are considering. 

· Never include more than 25% of the original essay question; this can be too repetitive. 

· Give context to your discussion of the topic - use background to the discussion, background to the literature or movie in reference, or consider an emotional appeal of some sort to draw your reader in. 

· You can potentially use an analogy of some sort (a short moral-based or similar story) or use a contrast in analyzing the topic. 

· Include a transition sentence to link from your background / context discussion to lead up to the thesis (focus) of the essay. (You want to hint at the direction you will take shortly.) 

· Clearly state the direction of the essay in a “topic 1, 2, and 3″ using phrases, not simple words. 

· Add one transition sentence to lead nicely from the thesis into the body of your essay. You can add a comment about the importance of considering your topic, the value in asking questions etc. 


Conclusion:
Free Advice:

1. Aim to give a sense of completion for the reader. 

2. Try to sound convincing in your argument / point made. 

3. Do not introduce new information. 

4. Do not relist topics. 

5. You may refer to the introductory paragraph by using similar phrases but do not be too directly repetitive. 

6. Ensure a smooth flow from the last body paragraph into your conclusion. (Make sure it is not too abrupt.) 

7. Avoid trite, overused beginnings such as “In conclusion…”, “In summary…”, or “As you can see, this essay proves that…”. 

A step-by-step guide:

· Write a general statement that is thoughtful and reflective that comprises the basic message of the whole essay, in one sentence. 

· Add an evaluation of the importance of considering the topic. 

· Include a statement that is more broad (larger than the specifics you have just discussed) to show how the topic relates to other things. 

· Consider encouraging the reader to take action or use the information in their future for helping cause change. 

· Give a thoughtful warning regarding the essay’s topic. 

· Include an insightful, witty comment summing up the essay. 

· Add a quote from the sources / literature regarding the topic that could end it nicely. 

· Describe an image of the character or topic that gives an ending. 

· End with a rhetorical question that leaves the reader thinking of the topic. 

