Body paragraphs: Arrange them as you please. 

All individuals, at times, see potential exist in others and hope for them that they will use that potential to its fullest. It is through our relationships with others that we, from an unbiased position possibly, recognize something in them that is unrecognizable by they themselves. For our part, each person may have a fear of wasted opportunities, an unrecognized potential in ourselves, so hoping for that realization of potential in others is a way to make up for our own losses. In society, one common group of people who see potential in others is teachers, such as Mr. Hundert. Among the young boys in his group is a troublesome student who seems quite abandoned by his father, a man who is too busy to notice his son and, possibly, lost all hope in the boy’s potential. Mr. Hundert offers the boy motivation through his encouragement of him, giving him an unearned opportunity to compete in the Julius Caesar Competition. Sedgwick has this new opportunity but ruins it by cheating. When the opportunity was clearly and purposefully set out before the boy, it seems such a burdensome loss that the chance was wasted. The loss, though, is not recognized by Sedgwick himself but by someone else instead. We constantly hope in others, though our character may be flawed in expecting success. 

It is a basic reality that individuals are hopeful that past failures will not be repeated. Whether it is a personal failure or one that someone else endured, it is natural to wish better for those around us. Sedgwick’s failure injures Mr. Hundert; it is a defeat to his spirit and hope in others. Later in life, though, when invited to participate in another competition between the original Caesar competitors, Mr. Hundert approaches the event believing the men before him, Sedgwick included, have matured and risen above whatever flaws they may have had in their youth. Sedgwick competes again and Mr. Hundert hopes that his former student will prove Hundert’s original belief correct, that there was something to hope for in the boy. Mr. Hundert is ultimately disappointed again, injured in exactly the same way as before. He struggles to understand why Sedgwick chooses to cheat again, why he has not learned lessons throughout his life that would have corrected his actions. The young boy, whose own father ignores and expects little from him, may have grown into a man with little moral development. When little is expected, little will be achieved. Had Mr. Hundert been a more long-lasting influence in Sedgwick’s life, the outcome may have been different. The irony of the situation lies in Sedgwick’s son now, though. His father is unsuccessful in moral areas of his life; would his son now repeat those same mistakes?

Most people anticipate that the tasks they spend their lives doing will be rewarded and be for a purpose. The hope will always be that there will be some sort of return given in the end. Mr. Hundert teaches, not for the money or possible job promotion that is expected in his future, but for the investment he puts in the lives and futures of his students. That is where his reward and purpose lies. After putting such an interest in the prospects of one boy in particular and being so disillusioned and saddened after, he seems vulnerable in that one of his purposes is under question. With ultimately poor timing, though, his expected job reward, a promotion to Head Master, is also a disappointment in that it is awarded to a much younger, less experienced man. The reward in recognition of his professional work does not come and he sees little to be pleased with in his purpose of trying to be a moral mentor to young men at the school. In both these ways, there seems little hope or satisfaction. After quitting his profession, disillusioned with his decisions, he feels honored and slightly compensated when a group of former students invite him to spend a reunion weekend with them. Pleased with their remembrances of him, he feels some satisfaction with his life efforts. Finding, once again, that Sedgwick chose to be a cheater and a liar, he leaves ultimately disillusioned. Recognizing appreciation from some of his former students, he returns to teaching where the ultimate reward is found: one of his former students honors him by making arrangements for his own son to be instructed by the same teacher. This slight reward offers a renewed purpose for Hundert. It is this way for all: that we move forward to reach what we believe may be an attainable purpose.  

