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Photo Essay Assignment:

There are many ways of expressing a thought in writing. You can choose from an assortment of genres, vary the tone or mood of what you discuss, and each of these will be impacted by your purpose – why are you seeking to create? what do you want to create? who will your audience be? While you have often experimented with written forms of communication, such as the essay, poetry and short stories, you can go beyond that and express through visual ways as well. The trick, here, though, is to be just as aware of why you are seeking to create, what you want to share and who your audience will be. All these questions need to be answered before you begin and should direct how you proceed. 

In the world you live in, technology and media are a growing component. The visual world is ever-present. For this assignment, you are given the task of communicating a message (something you value or a goal you have) through the medium of a photo-essay. There different approaches people can take towards creating a photo-essay and likely it will leave the viewer with a different reaction, but regardless of format, a photo-essay is meant to evoke emotion from the viewer and share a message, much like a theme. 

Options:

· You can create a PowerPoint presentation that contains a series of photographs collected by you that create a theme. With this, you must also insert an analysis of each photograph, an in-depth consideration of the value of each photo. The focus must be more on the pictures than the writing, but the writing will enhance the presentation and share your purpose in choosing them with your viewer. 

· You can create a slideshow of pictures, that you have taken, collected from others, or gathered from the Internet. You must have some way of communicating the value or meaning of the photos so you can either record your voice expressing the meaning or you can include slides with text that share your reasoning / purpose for each photo and how it adds to your theme. 

· You can create a video set to music that contains photos. The music will replace the words you choose to write so you must be sure the lyrics and emotions evoked by the sound are fitting with your intended mood. 

The key focus for the assignment:

1. You have to choose a topic that you value. It can be an abstract thing (such as Individuality or Knowledge) or a tangible thing (such as your sister, friend, or home). Your theme should be made very clear; viewers should not be too distracted by the sounds or images present but recognize your message – that you value ___________ because _____________ .

2. A photo essay is meant to evoke strong emotions from viewers. Some are more successful than others. Music is a common tool used to help with this but, if not chosen carefully, can be misleading and give a tone not desired originally. 

3. The focus should be more on the photos shown than the presentation style or attached music or recorded voice. Well-chosen pictures are as important as well-chosen words in writing. 
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                Directions:

1. Choose your topic to share. We are talking about Values and Goals. Some were shared in class yesterday, such as Individuality, Home, Sisters, Knowledge, Affection, Understanding. It could also be a cause that you are interested in sharing, such as work done by The Red Cross, The Salvation Army, or certain celebrity individuals you admire who work with charities. 

2. Decide what you want to say. What is your purpose for sharing this topic? Who is your audience? What emotions do you want to invoke and how do you think that is best done? What lasting message should viewers be left with after?

3. Create a storyboard of your presentation. A storyboard is like an outline for an essay; it is a draft to test what you want to say and how best to say it clearly. A storyboard will plan the direction your photo-essay will go and ensure you do not go off-track and can keep the focus of your essay clear.

4. You can choose to take pictures yourself that are designed specifically for your photo-essay, or you can use pictures you already have, from friends, or from the Internet. Your picture choice should be carefully considered. Do not pick an average picture but find the ones that really say something or cause a reaction from a viewer. (Some photographs are just more compelling than others.)

5. Once you have gathered your photos, you need to arrange them in order, create the text you want to go with them or the dialogue you will record for it. If you are choosing not to write text or record your voice, you will have to find a fitting song to tell your story for you. Do not be too distracted by a song that you really enjoy or is popular now. Be careful that its tone (mood) and lyrics do not compete with your pictures but that they are compatible. The photographs are the primary focus of the essay, not the writing, dialogue or music. Be sure one does not overpower the other. 

6. You can then begin creating your presentation. You can use a slideshow program, Movie Maker, PowerPoint, or any other program you have available to you. 

7. You have the option, also, of printing out your presentation (if you are able to) and binding it like a book or of publishing it online.

8. Your presentation of your photo-essay will be next Wednesday. I hope you enjoy the creative process and I look forward to sharing with you all the things you value and want to share with the class. 

Requirements:

· One central focus / theme

· A minimum of twenty slides (pictures) 

· Transitions between each

· Automatic timing

· One of text, voice recording, or music to enhance analysis

· Logical order of pictures fits the essay theme

· Picture choice is original and creative

· Originality

Your evaluation will be out of 18 marks and based on the following:
1. Choice of pictures (number, originality, variety, uniqueness)

2. Focus of essay topic (theme and purpose are clear and focused)

3. Text/voice recording or music (anything added enhances understanding or analysis of photographs and does not distract the viewer)

4. Technically well-produced presentation (neatness, artistic creativity, few glitches)

5. Tone/emotion (the intended tone is consistent throughout)

6. Degree of difficulty (if risk taking happens, was it successful vs someone who created a very simple project that had little originality to it)

Here are some links to examples of photo essays: (cut and paste the url link into a browser)

1. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cYMYEGkQ4Ws   Sunshine: 
This photo-essay obviously has a series of photos taken by the author of the essay. The music, instead of words, does not distract but enhances the emotions evoked by the essay. 

 

2. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_ucJ67C46Gk  Joys & Sorrows:
This photo-essay follows carefully a theme and shows a progression of photos from the title, first joys and then sorrows. The text added in between some sections are very valuable transitions to help the viewer understand the focus shift. The music sets the tone but matches the music. (The degree of difficulty on this video is quite high. Do not be afraid that I am expecting something as skilled as this.)



3. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x2MlYAL1zCc  Fitness:
The man who created this photo-essay used a variety of photos of himself, used some quiet music in the background to help add to his project but it does not distract or overpower his own vocals. He allows pauses in his voice recording. Consider for yourself whether he scripted what he recorded or whether he did it without.



4. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4OJQXIByUSU  Photo-essay Victimoflauren:
There are some positives and negatives to this example. The large section of text at the beginning of the essay probably would help set the tone or theme of the essay but, because it is quite difficult to read, is more of a distraction for the viewer. The text that is added to several of the photos at the bottom is helpful but, again, their size is too small. The music, as you can tell, sets a mood similar to what you would expect from a subject such as this.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2rptpNiT7aQ   Ben Harper:
I am not condoning the topic of this photo-essay, only showing it for its technical creativity. Got it!? The text added between photos helps to add to the viewer’s understanding of the meaning of the photos. For this, it seems, that the creators took their own photographs for the purpose of this essay. The music matches, obviously, the focus or tone. Look at this example simply as a style of making your own. 
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