ELA 10 The Chrysalids Character Analysis Assignment

In every story, there are dynamic characters that evolve as a result of their experiences in the story and there are static characters that do not. David Strorm of The Chrysalids would be a dynamic character and his father, Joseph Strorm, would be a static one. By studying a dynamic character and becoming familiar with the ways they have matured, you are able to see the progression of that character as determined by the author. Usually, the growth a dynamic character undergoes can also help to educate the reader and, hopefully, encourage greater maturity and understanding for them as well. 

For this assignment, you will have to choose a dynamic character of the novel (David, Rosalind, Michael) and study three ways they have matured throughout the novel’s storyline. Each of these areas of growth will be studied in a body paragraph making sure to follow the following outline for the paragraph sentences.

For body paragraphs:
1. Topic sentence that states the area the character matured in. 

2. A sentence that explains what they are formerly like at the beginning of the novel. 

3. An instance from the novel that proves this is what they were formerly like or what their former understanding was.

4. A sentence describing what influenced them to change or mature. Explain how it affected them.

5. An instance or example from the novel to show their new understanding or maturity.

6. A sentence to explain how the character feels about that part of their life now, and whether they understand they have grown in that area.

7. One final sentence that summarizes the fact that this character has evolved in this particular area.

For your opening paragraph:

1. Write an opening statement that is bold and is connected to the topic of your essay.

2. Write a sentence or two that describes the concept of characters evolving in stories, being sure it is linked to your first sentence.

3. Introduce your character and a few things of importance about them. (Assume your reader does not know who this character is.)

4. A thesis that describes how the character has evolved in three particular ways. (The thesis should contain no more than 25% of the essay question. Do not restate the question entirely in your thesis statement.)

5. A transition sentence that leads nicely into the beginning of the first body paragraph.

For your concluding paragraph:

1. Restate the topic of your essay; remind them what you have discussed.

2. A sentence or two about the purpose of that character’s development and what intention the author may have had for it.

3. A sentence to vaguely discuss the maturity of individuals through their experiences.

4. A final sentence to round the whole essay off nicely, leaving the reader with a thought-provoking idea to consider now. 

You will be given one class to discuss questions and brainstorm for your character analysis, and two classes to write your essay. You may not type out your essay until you have constructed a rough draft and made revisions on it. You must hand in your assignment in the following order, top to bottom:

1. Assignment sheet

2. Rubric sheet

3. Outline

4. Good copy of essay (typed)

5. Rough copy of essay

6. Brainstorming sheets

The essay must be typed with the following instructions.

1. Title page must include: title of essay in the middle of the page, and in the lower right-hand corner, your name, the class, teacher’s name, and the date.

2. The title should not be underlined or put in quotations.

3. One-inch margins at the top, bottom, and sides of the page.

4. Type size 12 font, Times New Roman or Courier New

5. Double-spaced between lines and paragraphs.

6. Pages have been stapled together in the top left-hand corner

7. I saved a copy to disc.

Evaluation:

10 marks 
Writing process (brainstorming, outline, rough draft, revision, editing)

20 marks
Essay composition (Intro/Conclusion, evidence of points, organization, 
grammar/mechanics, transitions)

