Outline for a Formal Paragraph with Integrated Quote

1. Topic sentence that includes the literature’s title and author and its relation to the topic. 
*Alternative option, have the topic sentence introduce the character you’ll discuss first and name the story and author in the second sentence, for variety.

2. Short description of the story, in one (or two) sentence(s), to give context to the reader.

3. How a theme, character, or event of the story relates to the topic of the paragraph, setting up the quote. (Possibly two sentences)

4. Sentence containing the quote.   “ ……..” (last name of author).

5. Explanation of the quote in the context of this essay’s paragraph.

6. Final sentence to bring the reader back to the topic of the paragraph. 

The characters in “The Lamp at Noon,” by Sinclair Ross, are engaged in a fierce struggle for their livelihood. The main characters in this short story, Paul and Ellen, are fighting to survive life on a farm during the Great Depression. Paul struggles with his love for the land, and stubbornly holds on to his only known way of life, despite all hardships. He holds so much faith in his farmland “that… it had not yet occurred to him that he might or should abandon the land” (S. Ross). Paul’s personal conflict is a battle between the guaranteed success of a city job, or the deep, personal success of a healthy crop. Paul’s struggle with a harsh environment is a moving example of deep mental conflict.

An individual’s concept of who they are is influenced by the people closest to them, such as family and friends. Family traditions and expectations always mould an individual’s sense of self because family approval is a large part of life. Kamala Das writes in the poem, “An Introduction,” about her friends and family labeling her and telling her who she is ‘supposed’ to be. She is told what to wear, how to act, and who she is. Kamala states that, “[She] was a child and later they / told [her she] grew” (Das). Without being able to find her individuality on her own, Kamala leads a life of emptiness and confusion about her identity. Family and friends can be influential because they help to shape an individual’s life as they mature. 

ELA 20 
Paragraph with integrated quote 

/2 
Title, author, background to source

/2
Meaning correctly linked (argument or point makes sense, follows thesis)

/3
Properly integrated quote

/3
Grammar, punctuation, spelling, sentence structure

/10


In Literary Essays, remember: 



Always present tense.




No contractions.




No personal pronouns. (I, we, you)


(1)Symbolism is an element of literature used by author R.P. MacIntyre in the short story “The Rink.” (2) In the story, a tense relationship exists between a father and son after the recent passing of the female figure in their lives. In an attempt to mend or heal this broken relationship, the father, Mr. Givens, creates a rink in his backyard for his son and grandson to enjoy, hoping to get along during their visit. (3)A young boy observing the Givens’ preparations makes the connection that the rink is meant to protect the father-son relationship, in the same way the deceased woman did. (4)Mr. Givens is surprised, but agrees that “[she] was like a bandaid.” (5)The idea of the seal involved in the making of the rink is created by the author to symbolize the seal or protective covering the mother played in the lives of the two men. (6)Symbolism is a useful and creative tool of literature the author uses to create a more enjoyable and heartfelt story for the readers.

