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	Canada: Diverse Landscapes and Peoples
	Canada: Diverse Voices

	…Everything that is central in Canadian writing seems to be marked by the imminence of the natural world.

-Northrop Frye

Canada is more than simply a place. It is a particular combination of geography, climate, and resources that have shaped the people who live here. Nature and its various rhythms of life have influenced not only Canada as a nation but also its literature.

When one thinks of the influence of a place on one’s writing, two aspects come to mind. First the physical presence of the place itself – its geography, its appearance. Second, the people.

-Margaret Laurence

The largest land mass in the world features a diverse and awe-inspiring landscape that is home to a diverse and complex people. Canadians have multi-faceted cultural make-ups and origins. The peoples of Canada are composed of the original peoples – the First Nations – and new arrivals from around the globe. This diversity is reflected in the literature and languages of Canada.

If we are to survive as a people, then we must trust in ourselves and our art.

-Patrick Lane

The people do not make the land; it is the land that makes the people.

-Cree saying
	Canada has always been a place of diversities – racial, ethnic, linguistic.

Smaro Kamboureli

Canada is…an  illogicality. Despite the continuous pundits that have argued her existence makes no sense – economically, politically, geographically, or culturally, she has survived. 

· Hugh MacLennan

The mind supplies the idea of a nation, but what gives this idea its sentimental force is a community of dreams.

-Andre Malraux

In addition to its diverse landscapes and peoples, Canada has a range of diverse individual voices. Some of these voices provide perspectives on present issues and concerns. Some voices are voices from the past and reflect the perspectives of the time. Some voices represent the views of the majority, some of the minority. Some voices are mainstream, some voices are marginalized. Some voices are contemplative, some critical. Some voices are female, some are male. Collectively, they reflect the range of experiences and concerns of Canadians with diverse perspectives. Each has a story to tell. 




	Sub-units included in this Unit are:

· Regional Landscapes

· Nature and the Seasons

· A Vast and Varied Land

· Identity and Diversity

· Personalities and Values
	Sub-units included in this Unit are:

· Aboriginal Voices

· Voices Through Time

· Regional Voices

· Multicultural Voices

· Female and Make Voices

· Marginalized Voices


These units will both be explored through a variety of short stories, essays, poems, plays and novels. Their content will be integrated with Oracy (speaking and listening) and Literacy (reading and writing). Other Literacies (representing and viewing) will also be used in the course. 

Journal writing will be a continuous process to include both Oracy and Literacy skills. Dialectic and literary essays will also be a focus in ELA 30. 

The aim of English Language Arts is to graduate literate students who are competent and confident in using language for function and for enjoyment purposes. Language is a defining characteristic of human beings and is the basis for learning, thinking and communication. Our ELA program promotes language opportunities to: 

1. learn language through experiences with language.

2. learn about language (its elements, processes and conventions) as students speak, listen, write, read, view and represent.

3. learn through language by using it to learn about life, literature and language itself.

Student assignments and activities may include a combination of the following tasks:

	Speaking and Listening


	Writing and Reading


	Representing and Viewing

	Group discussions

Reports

Introductions

Interviews

Press conferences

Panel discussions

Business meetings

Speeches

Debates

Directions

Explanations


	Learning logs

Journals

Essays

Paragraphs/ Essays

 Business letters

Contracts

Proposals

Correspondence

Manuals, brochures, pamphlets

Newspapers, magazines, editorials

Reference material

Textbooks

Charts, maps, graphs
	Video

Television

Radio

Tapes, records, disks

Music

Drama

Film

Posters

Advertising

Web pages


Note: You will be writing the Saskatchewan Learning Departmental Exam in January. The evaluation will be comprised 60% by the teacher mark and 40% dept. mark.

