Act IV Questions
Scene i

1. List some of the more disgusting ingredients that the Witches throw into the pot.





2. What news does Lennox bring concerning Macduff? Is Macbeth’s reaction consistent with what we were told in Act 3 scene 6?





3. What does Macbeth decide to do about the problem of Macduff? What does this show about his character?



Scene ii

1. Of what does Lady Macduff accuse her husband?





2. How does Ross attempt to console Lady Macduff?





3. Do you think there is a serious side to the playful conversation between Lady Macduff and her son? Explain the reasons for your point of view.




4. What warning does the Messenger bring Lady Macduff?




5. Only Macduff’s son is murdered on stage. Can you suggest why Lady Macduff is not also killed in the audience’s view?





Scene iii

1. Why does Malcolm distrust Macduff at the beginning of the scene?




2. Find one good example of dramatic irony in the first 20 lines of this scene.





3. According to Malcolm, what qualities should a king possess?





4. What finally convinces Malcolm that Macduff is loyal?




5. At the end of the test, what does Malcolm reveal to Macduff about himself?




6. What help is England willing to offer Malcolm to enable him to claim the throne of Scotland?





7. How does Macduff react to the news that his wife and children have been killed?






8. When Macduff expresses his grief, what suggestion does Malcolm make? How does Macduff react to the advice?

