Post Confederation Notes
Macdonald 

· Won the election for Prime Minister because of his Anti-American ideas and his British loyalty. He also had strong ideas for Canadian nationalism.

· Was a conservative leader

· After he died, there were four Conservative governments that held the P. M. office.

Sectionalism

· A huge issue that was dividing the nation

· Manitoba Schools Question initiated the provincial rights movement.

· Manitoba was created in 1870 and assured a separate French Catholic school system to maintain their culture. However, since then, too many English Protestants moved there, took over the provincial assembly and abolished Catholic separate schools by an Act.

· Again, religion divided the French and English, each supported by their relations in Quebec and Ontario.

· Manitoba Act had a guarantee that if the provincial government tried to interfere with the rights of a religious group’s education the Federal Government would interfere. This was called a Remedial Bill.

· This completely divided the country (provincially and federally). The Conservative government finally passed the Remedial Bill interfering over a province but a Federal election came up.

· Charles Tupper (Conservative leader) fought the election saying the Federal government had to protect religious minorities. 

· Laurier (Liberal) defended Manitoba’s defense of itself to fix its education system, even at the cost of losing Catholic Separate Schools.

· He defended the BNA Act that stated provinces controlled their education.

· Laurer was defying the Roman Catholic Church in Quebec by this.

· He made it clear he was not controlled by the church on political matters and he won the 1896 Federal election

· Ontario voted Laurier in because of his interest in provincial rights.

· Quebec, surprisingly, did as well, going against orders of their Roman Catholic Bishops but they had the opportunity to vote in a French Canadian Prime Minister so out of French Canadian Nationalism he won Quebec’s support. 

· Laurier saved some French Catholic schools in Manitoba, not by using the force of the Dominion’s power, but by discussions and compromise

This, then, was a new era for Canada.

Macdonald’s Conservatism had a policy of making use of the Dominion’s powers in provincial affairs that would have caused greater sectional unrest.

· Macdonald’s accomplishments:

· Shaped a new federal union

· Rounded out the borders of the provinces

· Built the Pacific Railway

· Planned economic development

· Saved the main points of his government’s agenda

Laurier, under his Liberal government, stressed provincial rights, which was necessary to calm angry feelings and draw unity to the Dominion

· Lauier’s accomplishments:

· A nation builder also

· Continued / built on the national policies of Macdonald

· Protective tariff in trade

· Transcontinental railway

· Opening of the west

North Atlantic Triangle
Britain


America       (both stronger nations than Canada)


    Canada                              (A weaker nation that would have been annexed and   

           taken by America if not for its ties and protection by    

           Britain.) 

· Canada was interested in growing its nationalism but could only strengthen it with imperialism’s protection

· Imperialism concerns were growing in Britain:

· Trade depression in Britain in 1873 made Canadian markets valuable

· New wars created need to unit the Empire (Britain and all its colonies)

· Disagreements in Britain over role of the colonies and possible separation

· Macdonald made sure Canada remained tied to Britain but was not controlled by it

· Tensions still existed between America and Britain after the civil wars and resentment against Britain’s territory of Canada was still strong. America barely recognized the Dominion as having any authority

· It was Britain’s tie to Canada that protected it from America annexing all of North America

· 1871 The Treaty of Washington finally ended tensions between Britain and America regarding Canadian territories

· Canada was basically ignored during the treaty and had to pay large concessions (ie fishing rights given to America in the Maritimes) but it was the price Canada paid to gain freedom from the threat of American invasion

· Because Britain and America made peace, Canada benefited

· Also, in 1871, British troops left Canada, leaving it to defend itself (ie. In 1885 Riel Rebellion with the North West Mounted Police)

