Decisions Unit: Creative Writing Project
There are several elements to story writing. Sometimes it may seem easy to just sit and write a story from start to finish and see where your mind takes you. However, there is a benefit and slight challenge to create the outline or structure to your story, its twists and turns for the reader, and then begin your writing. This way, you can create a much more imaginative and intriguing story for your reader to follow.
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To begin this unit, based on the concept of decision-making, you will create a short story and have to include several of the elements of writing. You will be evaluated on your ability to include these elements, your creativity, your revisions skills, and your basic writing skills (such as comma use and grammar, etc). Have fun with this assignment. Follow the instructions and include what is necessary and you should be able to enjoy your time creating this piece of writing.

There will be five classes for this assignment. Use your time well. 

Elements of a narrative essay (story telling):

1. basic outline of plot:

a. Setting – time(s) and place(s)

b. Character(s) – dynamic, round, or stock (It is usually through characters, what we are told about them through dialogue and observations of others/narrator that draw the reader into the story emotionally.)

c. Problem(s) – the major crisis and others to distract the reader

d. Resolution / conclusion – does it lead to the natural conclusion or are we surprised by the ending?

2. An engaging, concise narrative hook- You want to catch and hold the reader’s attention.

3. Transitions that smoothly connect pieces of the information to unify the story.

a. Moves us through time (chronologically)

b. Links phrases and thoughts together in a dialogue or paragraph

c. Conversations draw the reader from one idea to another

4. Engaging and satisfying conclusion – no loose ends are left and the reader is not disappointed with the ending

5. Pacing – the speed of events in the story flow well together. Things don’t skip ahead and leave gaps and they’re not too drawn out that the reader gets bored with it.

6. Sequencing – events flow well together (it is not choppy to read)

7. Avoid gaps – holes left in the story that make the reader confused. (For example, if someone is traveling down the road after they got a flat tire, they can’t suddenly end up in someone’s car having a conversation. The reader will notice there is a gap there – how did they get into that car in the first place?)




The narrative essay should be approximately 750 words long (three pages double spaced typed) with a maximum of four pages. (Do not exceed four pages double spaced!)
Be sure to include a cover page (with a simple text-typed title or a drawing to accompany it.)

Here is a 10 point check list for you to consider once you have completed your draft. This is the guideline to how you will be evaluated on your writing. 

1. There is one main idea/story that carries through from the beginning to the end.

2. There is a developed beginning, middle, and an end.

3. The characters are well-developed; their emotions are evident to the reader.

4. The story contains elements of conflict and suspense.

5. It has a strong and inviting introduction and a satisfying conclusion.

6. There are variety in my sentences, in their length and how I begin them.

7. I used strong verbs and good transitions. (I made every word count.)

8. There are elements of each of the following: symbolism, foreshadowing, personification, and alliteration.

9. My writer’s “voice” came through in my writing. (This writing sounds like me.)

10. I have identified grammatical or mechanical errors (spell checked and got help with editing).

