Faith in the Media 
Handout: Saddam Hussein’s sons

Opening discussion: A picture of Saddam Hussein’s dead sons was released several years ago to prove to disbelievers that they had been killed. Several people still, after seeing the photos, refused to believe they were real.

1. Why do you think Israelis did not believe the report that these men were dead?



2. Is this ethical (right according to our culture) to show these photographs in the media? 




3. With the Freedom the press has, do you think they should be free to produce graphic images as this for the public or different nations to see? Should there be a limit?



4. Do you believe these photos are real? 




5. What reasons might the Iraqi people have had in disbelieving the validity of these photos? (Why might they believe they are staged?





6. When you consider the government types in different countries, do you think each would have different levels of control over their country’s media?




7.  Do you think censorship issues would be different in comparing the policies of Communist China with Democratic Canada? 

When looking at the media control in different countries, different issues are worthy of studying.

1. The ability of citizens to speak freely

2. Freedom of the press

3. Level of trustworthiness and accuracy felt by citizens 

Assignment:
You will choose one of the given countries and research on the internet the control of that country’s government over media issues. Once finished, we will share the results together and create a graph to represent the amount of control of faith people in these countries have in their media groups.  

* You will rate your country’s media processes on a scale of 1 to 10. One is very restricted and ten is entirely free. 

Countries to choose from:

a) North Korea

b) Cuba

c) Canada

d) United States

e) Australia

f) Iraq

g) Russia

h) China


1. Find out specific information on who controls their media and how controlled that media is.







2. On a scale of 1 to 10, rate this country’s ability of citizens to speak freely. Give examples to support your claim.






3. Again, on a scale of 1 to 10, rate and describe the level of freedom of the press to cover stories of different sorts.





4. Rate from 1 to 10, the level of trustworthiness and accuracy of the country’s media. (How do the citizens feel about their media coverage?) 


