ELA B30 Persuasive Essay / Speech Assignment           
To date, we have looked at literature that explores the way an individual’s surroundings and experiences help to shape the character and identity of that individual. You, as a young Canadian student, have a unique identity that has been largely shaped by the environment that you live in. You are surrounded by a culture of small town life, highlights of hockey games and players, and stories from parties on weekends. Had you been born to another race of people in another country, that experience could be very different. If you were born in Berlin, you may experience some of the same things, such as hockey and youthful parties, but the background to your citizenship would give you a different feeling about who you are and where you fit into the world. We have discussed whether or not Americans really have a feeling of entitlement or superiority compared to other countries. You live so close to the American border; consider how your life could have been different had you been born an American and not a Canadian? 
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The people around you, your community, the world as you personally experience it, all these things are influential in helping create your personal concept of who you are and what your values and morals are. 

In the movie, The Interpreter, the main character has a unique personal background, one that makes it difficult for the detectives in the movie, and the audience watching, to determine what her purpose and goals are. Is she a “good guy” or is she a “bad guy”? We do not find out until the very end of the movie. 

Watch, though, as you view the movie, for a list of possible factors that have influenced this young woman’s life up to this point. What things and people in her past have made an impact on her? What has shaped her idea of right and wrong? What has shaped her idea of the meaning of truth? Where does her loyalty lie, with her former country / homeland of South Africa or with the country she currently is a resident in, America?

 Now you could say that a lot of factors contributed to her identity and sense of self. See if you can determine, for yourself, what the major influences are in her life that lead her to the personal decisions that she makes. You will write a persuasive essay after watching this video. A persuasive essay, to remind you, is one in which the writer is trying to convince or persuade the reader to agree with their thoughts or ideas. Be clear that you have a strong opinion in this essay. Do not, though, use personal pronouns like “I” or “my” etc. A persuasive essay can still be a formal essay. 
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Once you have written this essay, you will read it aloud in front of the class as a speech trying to convince your peers of your essay’s truth. The following rubrics will show you how you will be evaluated for these two assignments.  
 Persuasive Essay and Prompts
     Persuasive writing attempts to convince the reader that the point of view or course of action recommended by the writer is valid. To accomplish this, the writer must develop a limited topic which is well defined and debatable, that is has more than one side. It is important that the author understand other sides of the position so that the strongest information to counter the others can be presented. In the essay, only one side of the issue is presented. 
     Like all kinds of five paragraph essays, there is a specific format to be followed. 
· The topic sentence cannot be a fact as facts cannot be debated. It should be a statement of position. That position must be clear and direct. This statement directs the readers to follow along with your logic towards the specific stated conclusion that you want them to support. Do not make it personal so do not use personal pronouns. Make it definitive. 

· Then, in the same introductory paragraph, state the three best reasons that you have to support your position as the remainder of the opening paragraph. These reasons become the topics of each of the three supporting paragraphs. Again, be sure they are able to be supported with additional separate facts. 

· In the body of the essay, the writer uses specific evidence, examples, and statistics and not broad generalizations or personal opinions to persuade the reader that the stated position is a valid one. Each topic sentence for the support paragraphs have been introduced in the beginning paragraph. Each additional sentence must closely relate to the topic and the sentence that came before it. This way, the logic of the argument is easy to follow. 
· Be sure to use adequate transitions between paragraphs as they make it easy for the reader to follow the logic of the presentation. 

· As one closes the essay, it is most important to to clearly redefine the topic and restate the most compelling evidence cited in original form. Remember, this is the last chance to remind the reader and convince him/her to accept the writer's position. 

· Do not introduce new material in the conclusion.
