Topic Six: Three Levels of Government: To Do What?
There are lots and lots of people who are involved in government in the country of Canada. Do all of them have the same roles to play? Do all of them have to eventually go live in Ontario and work in the House of Commons? Could any one of them become the next Prime Minister or do you have to start in a certain level of government to get that far? There are a few more things you need to know about how decisions are made in our country.

There are three levels of government in Canada:

Federal

· responsibilities first outlined in the British North America Act of 1867

· takes major responsibility for things that affect all of Canada

· includes national defense, foreign policy and citizenship

Provincial

· look after things like education, health care and highways
· share responsibility with Federal government in some things

Municipal (local)

· in each city or community
· responsible for things like policing, fire fighting, snow removal, and recycling programs


· Reserve Bands are also part of local government

· Have an elected chief and band council

· Have Provincial representative leadership (Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations)

· Have Provincial representative leadership (Assembly of First Nations)

· These bodies negotiate with the provincial and federal governments of Canada on matters of importance to First Nations. 

Topic Seven: Informed Citizens

Think: During your own Grade 8 election process and for a duration after, you were all very ‘aware’ of what was going on. You watched your opposition to see if they delivered on their promises, if they did it fairly, or if they failed to provide things they had originally promised. 

What did this do to ensure the voters were looked after? It made sure that the governing party did their job effectively. By having opposition parties, two parties running against each other, and other parties watching on the sidelines, it ensured that government runs smoothly and for the benefit of Canadians. 

Active Citizenship demands that citizens play an active role in society so they can change laws to reflect society’s changing values, traditions and beliefs. 

Consider the ideal of an active and informed citizen. Can you give examples of things they would do to fit that description?

A lot of citizens are not informed when it comes to government and ways they can be involved. What are some ways that people can become involved in government?

Can you think of any causes or issues about which you would like to influence public opinion? 

So here is your challenge! Find an example of someone who has made a difference in their community, country or world. You should find a specific example of things this person has done that show he or she was informed and active.

The profile should include:

· A brief biography of the person

· Examples of what the person has done to demonstrate that he or she is an active, informed citizen

· Visuals such as pictures and photographs

· Newspaper articles (if possible)

· You will put this assignment together on poster board to be displayed
