ELA B30 Thesis writing / quoting in writing
The purpose of a Thesis statement is to give the reader a direction of where you are going to go in your writing. They should be able to find specific topics in your thesis and then read about them, in order, in your writing. Some thesis statements fall short of being interesting and simply get the job done. Which type of thesis would you like to be more comfortable writing?

If you have a thesis question, here is the test to see if it passes or fails:

1. Does it inspire the question “How?” or “Why?”

2. Does the obvious answer “Duh!”, “So what?”, “Gee, no kidding?”, or “Who cares?” apply?

3. Does it avoid general phrasing with words like “all”, “none”, “every”?

4. Does the thesis match the topic sentences?

5. Can the thesis be covered in the length of the paper?

A. The first step in composing your thesis statement is to be sure you understand the question being asked. Next you follow the writing steps of brainstorming and thinking over the topic, but once you have established your three topics and completed your three topic sentences, then you can compose your thesis.

Example: The essay question makes the statement the writer is to either support or refute using reference to literature. The statement here is 

“Individuals are influenced by every person they encounter.”
Topic Sentence 1: Spending a lot of time with your friends at school or the places you hang out, can affect you on the topics that are being talked about.

Topic Sentence 2: Spending time with both sides of your family will also play a big role as to who you will become later on.

Topic Sentence 3: The people you stop and talk to on the street, or someone you’re sitting beside waiting for your appointment and having a chat with them can make you realize what other people’s lives are like. 

B. Now, beside each topic sentence, in one or two words, write the main point of the sentence. You want to narrow down the concept discussed in that paragraph so you can add it together to create your thesis statement. 

C. Adding an adjective in front of your listed topic for each sentence helps make a simple thesis sound more engaging and creative. 

D. Thesis statement composed by the class:  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

      ___________________________________________________________________________

E. Once finished, check the Thesis Test to see if your composed thesis statement passes or fails.

Try it again. Using the same essay question, here are some topic sentences to create a thesis from.

“Individuals are influenced by every person they encounter.”

Topic Sentence 1: We are influenced in society to act, look, and represent ourselves in a certain way.

Topic Sentence 2: The damage the media does to the society’s youth of today is a crime. 

Topic Sentence 3: The media has a stronger influence over youth today than ever before.

A. Do you believe these topic sentences match the essay question? Are they on the right track? If so, then continue to the next step.

B. Beside each topic sentence, in one or two words, write the main point of the sentence.

C. Add an adjective or descriptive word in front of the topics.

D. Compose your thesis statement:
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

E. Once finished, check the Thesis Test. Does your thesis pass or fail?

******************************************************************************
Try it again. Using the same essay question, here are some topic sentences to create a thesis from.

“Individuals are influenced by every person they encounter.”

Topic Sentence 1: Individuals are influenced by every person they encounter because they might learn something from them positively or negatively.

Topic Sentence 2: Individuals believe that their influence from them is better than their own.

Topic Sentence 3: Individuals might not have a choice if they wanted to fit in.

A. Do you believe these topic sentences match the essay question? Are they on the right track? If so, then continue to the next step.

B. Beside each topic sentence, in one or two words, write the main point of the sentence.

C. Add an adjective or descriptive word in front of the topics.

D. Compose your thesis statement:
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

E. Once finished, check the Thesis Test. Does your thesis pass or fail?

Try it again. Using the same essay question, here are some topic sentences to create a thesis from.

“Individuals are influenced by every person they encounter.”

Topic Sentence 1: Choices in life are affected by the people around an individual.
Topic Sentence 2: A person’s world view can be changed by the influence of those around them.
Topic Sentence 3: Looking through the eyes of someone else can force a person to reevaluate their own life.
A. Do you believe these topic sentences match the essay question? Are they on the right track? If so, then continue to the next step.

B. Beside each topic sentence, in one or two words, write the main point of the sentence.

C. Add an adjective or descriptive word in front of the topics.

D. Compose your thesis statement:
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

E. Once finished, check the Thesis Test. Does your thesis pass or fail?

******************************************************************************
Now, create your own topic sentences, using the same essay question.

“Individuals are influenced by every person they encounter.”

Topic Sentence 1: 


Topic Sentence 2: 



Topic Sentence 3:


A. Do you believe these topic sentences match the essay question? Are they on the right track? If so, then continue to the next step.

B. Beside each topic sentence, in one or two words, write the main point of the sentence.

C. Add an adjective or descriptive word in front of the topics.

D. Compose your thesis statement:
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________

E. Once finished, check the Thesis Test. Does your thesis pass or fail?

