Unit Five – History 20 

Update:
· Resources of European countries had been drained from WWII and the countries could not continue their authority and hold over colonies.

· Colonies used this time to exert pressure and challenge their colonial control

· After WWII, two super powers emerged – Soviets and USA- which had competing ideologies (communism vs democracy)

· Struggle of the Cold War would last forty years

· During this time, various ethnic groups gained a stronger sense of nationalism once again and re-emerged as their former republics. (Nations held within the Soviet broke off into their own nations once again.) Other areas of Eastern Europe pulled away from communism and gained their independence.

· The end of the Cold War created new political realities on a global scale. 

New political realities

· Two superpowers emerged

· Other states gained independence

· The status quo political countries had over their regions was disrupted by the war

· Nations active in the war (Britain, France, Belgium, Japan, Netherlands) had damages to land and great loss of human life. 

· Japan’s successes in war proved non-European countries could challenge European powers.

· Many major participants in the war were severely damaged, economically and militarily, and could not reassert their former leadership and power

· Nations had to weigh the importance of public opinion in how to use their remaining resources

Political Options

· Countries had to decide how to use their limited resources in 1945

· They could use resources to meet domestic needs in rebuilding their economic infrastructure

· Or they could use valuable resources to regain control over their colonies

· They could accept the loss of their colonies but minimize them

Colonial Independence – Britain gave independence to its colonies

Influences on political movements

· The spread of knowledge and technology led to rising expectations in living standards and human rights in all regions of the world

· The ideological struggle between communism and Democracy caused ideological contests in all regions

· Self – determination – Article 3 of the Atlantic Charter of 1942 recognized “the right of all people to choose the form of government under which they live”.

Ghandi: Nonviolence and Independence
· Was a great influence on the independence movement in India and other colonial regions

· His approach was nonviolent protest 

· Was a British-educated lawyer who was active in defending the rights of India’s population in South Africa

· In India, in 1885, he led the “Congress Movement” designed to achieve independence from British control by nonviolent measures.

· He drew on both Hindu and Moslem supporters

· Independence seekers used Western Ideals for their justification

· Several independence leaders were formally trained by their colony-controlled western democracy

· Ghandi – India

· Nyerere – Tanzania

· Kenyatta – Kenya

· Ghandi refused to support the British war effort even though the British promised independence following the war. Because he would not give support, he was imprisoned during the war.
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Ethnic Nationalism and National Unity
· Ethnic groups under colony control desired to be politically legitimate, as distinct groups. This placed pressure on the national unity of the colonial country

India

· Great tension existed between religious lines of Hindus and Moslems

· This tension grew as it was made clear India would be given independence after the war in 1948

· Attempts to divide the subcontinent along religious lines were made. Each religion wanted to live in a state dominated by their own religion. (Predominately left out minority religions like Sikhs and Punjab.) 

· The Hindu leadership of Congress reluctantly agreed to Hindu India and Moslem Pakistan. (This caused the dislocation of millions of people who eventually had to move as a result.)

· Continued mistrust and violence between India and Pakistan.

· Ghandi’s assassination in 1948 led to great violence between Hindus and Moslems. 

Africa

· Britain recognized political realities were changing and began granting independence to their colonies

· Britain had difficulties giving African independence, even though Africa’s nationalism was strong

· In Kenya, the Mau Mau people were aggressive against the British. Their leader, Kenyatta, was imprisoned for three years by the British in a state of emergency because of the violence of the Mau Mau.

· In 1961, Kenyatta was released and became Kenya’s first president in 1963

· White minority in Africa used violence to assert their self-government and were not about to see power go to Black majority rule.
Why do you think this was?

· Britain refused to grant independence unless to a Black-majority rule.

· Guerrila war between whites and blacks ensued and negotiations eventually led to Black rule.

· Whites equaled 250 000 (minority)

· Blacks equaled 4 million (majority)

· Most British colonial territories of India and Africa gained independence peacefully

Resistance to Colonial Independence – France tried to restore the Old Order of Colonial rule

· Vietnamese were part of a French colony of Indo-China

· France attempted to regain control of Indo-China and met with resistance

· Vietnamese aggression existed before WWII

· Ho Chi Minh became a resistance leader for Vietnam, founding member of Vietnamese and French communist parties

· Communist Vietnam had great public support in their war against Japanese occupation

· By 1945, the Vietminh-controlled North Indo-China established an independent government at Hanoi

· French had control of South Indo-China but clashed with the Vietminh of the North

· A French-Vietminh truce existed for two years. 

· Ho Chi Minh was a committed Vietnamese nationalist and influenced by Soviet or Chinese Communist only slightly [image: image2.jpg]



· He attempted to gain American assistance to help set up an independent Vietnam following WWII.

· The Americans were nervous about allowing Communism to spread so they supported France by supplying them with weapons and supplies. (American assistance amounted to more than 2 billion.) Hi Chi Minh’s forces received support, then, from the Chinese

· The French were soon defeated at Dien Bien Phu and a cease fire was arranged causing a division of North and South Vietnam. There was tension as the French began their evacuation and the Vietnamese began to assert their control. The US supported Ngo Dinh Diem who was a noncommunist. The Americans agreed to pay, train, and equip the army of the newly established Republic of Vietnam. 

· “Let every nation know, whether, it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe, in order to assure the survival of liberty."   -President John F. Kennedy, 1961
· The Vietnam War was the longest and most unpopular war in which Americans ever fought. And there is no reckoning the cost. The toll in suffering, sorrow, in rancorous national turmoil can never be tabulated. No one wants ever to see America so divided again. And for many of the more than two million American veterans of the war, the wounds of Vietnam will never heal. 

· Fifty-eight thousand Americans lost their lives. The losses to the Vietnamese people were appalling. The financial cost to the United States comes to something over $150 billion dollars. Direct American involvement began in 1955 with the arrival of the first advisors. The first combat troops arrived in 1965 and we fought the war until the cease-fire of January 1973. To a whole new generation of young Americans today, it seems a story from the olden times.

· The North was controlled by the Vietminh and the South controlled by the French.

· Diem was a rigid Catholic leader and soon alienated the Buddhists and peasants (a large percentage of the population) of his area by supporting large landowners. Soon, an opposing group, Viet Cong, overthrew the South Vietnamese military. 

· Domino Theory: many westerners believed that once Communism had been accepted as a country’s ideology, that neighboring countries would soon be targets of Communism’s expansion.

· Containment: the belief was that it was necessary to confront in an aggressive manner the goal of communist world domination. The US and western democracies were prepared to use their resources to strop the ‘spread’ of Communism. 

Algeria

· Formerly a French colony, it was home to a large French population 
(over one million who had lived there for generations) and the majority Arab Muslims who considered it their homeland. The two groups clashed in what they wanted. France believed Algeria was an integral part of France while the Arab nationalists wanted independence from France.

· A state of civil war broke out in 1954 and a political deadlock in France (because of disagreement, the French public were divided over the issue of granting Algeria independence) led to Charles de Gaulle taking over French power. He was a realist and agreed to give independence to Algeria in 1962. (Remember, the French had just been defeated in Indo-China and they didn’t want another defeat. Also, in the civil war, civilians were the primary targets.)

Superpower Confrontations: The Cuban Missile Crisis

· A revolution in Cuba against the current dictatorship brought Fidel Castro into power in 1959. The relationship of Cuba with America soon disintegrated.

· Because Cuba is only 90 miles from America’s mainland, it was commonly thought to be under American influence. Castro’s policies and his growing relationship with the Soviet Union threatened American interests in Cuba.

· Castro, in a move motivated by his nationalism, seized the American-owned sugar industry in Cuba, which angered the Americans

· In retaliation, the Americans refused to buy Cuban sugar so Castro seized $100 millions worth of American property in Cuba.
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· All diplomatic relations between the US and Cuba were severed in 1961

· American-trained exiled Cubans (Cubans who were expelled from their country by the Cuban government and were anti-Castro) invaded Cuba but were defeated at the Bay of Pigs.

· In 1961, Americans became aware that Soviet missiles were being installed in Cuba.

· The President of America, John F. Kennedy, ordered that all naval ships approaching Cuba from the Soviet were to be searched and if they contained missiles they were to be turned away.
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· Kennedy made a public message and clearly stated that a missile attack from Cuba towards America would be considered as an attack by the Soviet Union and would initiate a massive nuclear response by the U.S.

· For a week, the two superpowers seemed on the verge of nuclear war

· Tension existed as well between America and Canada, who refused to put its forces on military alert. 

· Soviet president, Khurshchev ordered the Soviet ships to return to the Soviet and agreed to remove the missiles from Cuba. This political retreat likely contributed to Khurshchev’s defeat two years later.

· The US agreed not to invade Cuba as a result of the removal of the missiles.

