 


                   Social Studies Unit Two: Citizenship                       


Why are you considered a citizen of Canada? If you had not been born here, but moved here with your family when you were two would you be considered a citizen of Canada now? What about if your parents decided to adopt a baby from another country? Would that new brother or sister be considered a citizen of Canada? Would it seem right that you and your family are Canadians but your new sibling wasn’t? 

What is your role in Canada? What are your responsibilities as a citizen of Canada? What are your rights as a Citizen of Canada? What rights do you have, that are protected and ensured by your government? Do you have the right to go to school, or is that a responsibility in Canada? Do you have the right to move to wherever you like in Canada? Do you have the responsibility to pay taxes or is that something you just do because everyone else does? What are your rights and responsibilities?

How did Canada become a country? People lived here before it became the Canadian Dominion. Did they agree to give up the land they’d lived on for years? Was it legally gained by the government? 

Why do we have three levels of government? Why not just one level that decides things for everyone? What are each of the levels responsible for? Where do our tax dollars go in Saskatchewan? Do they all go to Ontario or do they all stay in Saskatchewan? Who has the most decision making power of all three government levels? Can the Federal government overrule a law made by the Provincial? Who is in control here?

These are all questions concerning Canada that we have the right to ask because we ‘are’ Canadian citizens. That is the topic of this unit. We are going to study some of these topics and learn more about what our role in our country is and how it functions to protect and provide for us. 
Some topics we’ll explore:

1. Symbols of Canada- represent your Canada.
2. The ‘good’ citizen – What is that?

3. Our role in electing decision-makers. 

4. Rights and responsibilities? 

5. Where did Canada come from?

6. Three levels of government – to do what?

7. Informed citizens.

8. Becoming a new citizen of Canada – A dummy’s guide to citizenship. 

