“Pagan” and “Savage” Concepts
“When examining another people’s culture, tradition, institutions and livelihoods, it is difficult to adopt an objective approach and not use one’s own cultural traits and customs as a standard of evaluation. This was the case when European explorers first made contact with Amerindian societies, labeling them ‘savage’ and ‘pagan’. What constitutes a ‘civilized society’ is a challenging question that prompts intriguing and enlightening analysis among historians.”

Brainstorm the concept of ‘civilized society’ and create a definition. What kinds of values, practices, and institutions constitute a civilized society? Are most definitions derived from a modern context?

Iroquois Confederacy and the Declaration of Independence

In comparison, there are striking similarities between Amerindians and European civilization, particularly political institutions. Compare the constitution of the Iroquois Federation (cira 1500) to the founding principles of the American nation enshrined in the Declaration of Independence (1776) and the U.S. Constitution (1789).

1. There are several commonalities between these seemingly diverse civilizations. In what ways does the American “Declaration of Independence” seem to mirror the “Iroquois Confederacy”?

















2. What is the Amerindian perspective of:

a. Law



b. Land



c. Time

Primary Document Articles.

Starting with “European Intrusion and Implantation”, read the other articles of the handout and paraphrase each. (Write one sentence to summarize what the topic or focus is of the article.) Remember, these articles are primary documents so they are the exact creation of members of early settlement in Canada. 



