“On The Eve of Uncertain Tomorrows” Neil Bissoondath (story)

1. Why would Amin take the name Thomson?






2. What might the ‘pigeons’ symbolize? (Notice the focus being the violence that is to be overlooked as a natural part of nature.)


3. What do you suspect the men are ‘waiting’ for?

4. What hints tell us that these men are not part of the mainstream of society?



5. There is a slight tension between the two men. Give evidence of this tension.




6. What do you think is the cause of the tension between them?



7. What is the tone of the story? Give ten phrases or words to give evidence of that tone.








8. Does this tone last through the whole story or does the tone change at all? (Give evidence if it does.)





9. Why can Joaquin not sleep in the dark? What do you think has happened to him in the past?





10. What seven others live in the building? What do they have in common with each other?





11. “life has taught him that with the friendliest smile may conceal the sharpest teeth” Who believes this and why?





12. Who is Tere and what is her story? What influence does she have to the main character and the overall plot of the story? (Why is her story included?)






13. What lasting effect does the word “nothing” have at the end of the story?




14. What is the significance of the title to the story?




15. What is the author’s purpose in writing this particular story?




16. What is a possible theme for this story?




17. How does this story fit in with the ‘marginalized people of Canada’ sub-unit we are studying? Find a quote to support your answer.

