Who are the Emperors?
Movies that are set in the elitist boarding schools of America seem to do very well in captivating audiences. Stories that discuss the misfortunes of rich men’s sons create great plots in movies such as Dead Poet’s Society, and School Ties. The Emperor’s Clubs is one of these such movies to be added to that list. Within the movie, a school History teacher strives to instill values in his students, hoping to make ‘men’ of them. He faces some difficulty when confronted by a new student, Sedgwick Bell, the Governor’s son, who seems to understand he can do what he likes as no one will dare reprimand a person of his economic status. The conflict between these two characters is the central part of the plot and the sole source of tension. Released in 2002 and produced by Beacon Communications LLC and Fine Line Features, The Emperor’s Club is a classic movie that draws the audience in emotionally. My viewing of the movie was within the comforts of home with family close, so its emotional side was felt more closely. Its one hour and  forty-nine minutes goes by quickly for the viewers, with an intended audience of teenagers to older adults, being rated PG-13. 
The Emperor’s Club is a drama with a strong meaning not to be missed. In 1972, William Hundert, a history teacher at St. Benedicts School for Boys, begins yet another year of teaching and is surrounded by another year’s worth of new faces. Encouraging and guiding his students, both in and out of the classroom, seems to be a joy for this teacher until one day he encounters Sedgwick Bell, a new student who arrives after the semester has begun. Sedgwick seems, from the start, uninterested in what Mr. Hundert has to teach him and begins a campaign of undermining his authority with childish pranks and an attitude of dismissal. Seeking a way to encourage and change Sedgewick’s ways, Mr. Hundert gives Sedgwick ‘extra marks’ on an essay, hoping it will be the thing to bring his self-esteem back. Sedgwick’s participation in the Julius Caesar contest is disappointing for Mr. Hundert, as it is obvious he is cheating. His efforts to give confidence back to this young boy seem to be a failure. Mr. Hundert’s interest in Sedgwick’s future outshines that of the boy’s own father and is the central focus of this movie. These men of influence who leave their sons at boarding schools to be educated leave the molding of their son’s character in the hands of men like Mr. Hundert, but are these fathers and teachers men of the same character and values? Will Sedgwick change his ways and gain qualities to become a man of promise and character?
