ELA 20 Anticipation: Perspectives and Passages

“The Broken Globe” Henry Kreisel (Story) 
About the author: Henry was born in Vienna, Austria, in 1922, but immigrated with his family to England in 1938 when the Nazis threatened to invade his homeland. He was interned in England for 18 months during World War II as an “enemy alien.” He came to Canada in 1949 and studied at the University of Toronto. Since 1947, he has taught at and been Vice President of the University of Alberta. He has published two novels, The Rich Man (1948) and The Betrayal (1964) and a collection of short stories. 


1. What are each man’s perspectives and how do they interfere with their relationship?

2. Nick Solchuk left Three Bear Hills in Alberta to become a geophysicist living in London, England. 

a. How does Nick view himself now?

b. How does he view his past life in Alberta?

c. What is your opinion of Nick at the start of the story?

3. According to Nick, what are some of his father’s beliefs and what shaped them?

4. Why is the broken globe such an important object in this story?

5. Nick’s friend says of Nick’s Ukrainian-born father: “It was impossible not to feel a kind of admiration for the old man. There was something heroic about him.” Why does he express these feelings? Do you agree with his assessment? Do you admire the old man? Explain.

“Imprints: For My Delinquent Son” Pat Jasper (poem) 

1. Prior to reading, what is your prediction about what the poem is about? 

2. First stanza: ‘first mug shot’. Is this possibly foreshadowing?

3. Second stanza: “I loosened my grip” What is the possible meaning?

4. Third stanza focuses on a transition in the child. What is that transition? 

5. Fourth stanza: “as you bury your smudged hands / deep in your pockets.” What impression does this leave with the reader? 

6. What is the tone of this poem?

7. What message do you think the author is intending to impart? 

“The Man Who Finds That His Son Has Become a Thief” Raymond Souster (poem)

1. Circle the transitional phrases in the poem that show the progression of the man’s emotions. List some of them.

2. “It must be like this. / It could not be otherwise.” What must be like this? Why? For the boy or for the father? Or for both?

3. What is your impression after reading this poem?

4. What is the tone? Give evidence.

5. What is the message of the poem? 

“The World is a Beautiful Place” Arlo Guthrie (poem)
1. What prediction do you have for what this poem will be about? What tone do you think it will have?

2. What is the actual tone of this poem? Give evidence?

3. What is the author’s purpose in writing this poem?

4. What is the author’s message (theme)?

“The Most Important Day” Helen Keller (essay)

1. Who is Helen Keller and what is significant about her?

2. Knowing her past, what might you predict this writing will be about?

3. What it he tone of the essay? Give evidence.

4. What is the author’s purpose in writing this?

5. What is the message? 

“How Poverty Affects My Kids” Anonymous (essay) 

1. Predict what this essay will be about. What do you think the author’s purpose in writing something like this will be about, before you read it.

2. What are some facts the author points out that are influential in drawing emotion from the reader?

3. What is the tone? Give evidence.

4. What predicament is the author in?

5. Write a paragraph to the author in response to what you have read. What will you say to him / her? What advice or suggestions about their situation can you offer?

