Discuss three of the diverse voices expressed through Canadian literature. 

· Aboriginal- April Raintree  children go through harsh experiences because of stereotypes, common Aboriginal experience.

· Marginalized- “Now That the Buffalo is Gone” – because the poem talks about the loss of rights for a group in Canadian society, the poor opportunities they have

· Male / Female

· Voices through time- Mirage  the plot follows history of Canada in a specific region, there is social history, political history, climate and farming issues through history

· Region- “The Painted Door” because is focuses specifically on a prairie situation, the location has a direct impact on the individuals in the story and their perspectives. 

In Red are the transitional phrases linking ideas together, adding a smoothness to the writing, and displaying a more mature level of writing. 

(Thesis and transition) Dominating much of Canadian literature, a variety of voices, including those influenced by a geographical region of Canada, those weakened and overpowered by the majority of society, and those with the distinct cultural perspective of the Aboriginal people, are explored. Through literature such as this, readers are able to grasp more accurately the unique and different perspectives of the varied people of Canada. 

As Canadian literature has been recorded since Canada’s beginning, the voices of Canadians from different regions of the country show great variety because of their experiences. Sinclair Ross writes one such example of this perspective in the short story “The Painted Door”. Trapped in an isolated region of the country, the characters of the story, John and Anne, face physical and emotional duress during a violent, but typical, storm. As a result of the far geographical distances between farms in the Saskatchewan setting of the story, Anne feels a strong sense of desertion or depression because of the lack of interaction with other people in the area. As, at that time, the population of the Saskatchewan region is low, the opportunity to interact with individuals is not available for Anne or John, which ultimately leads to the tragic end. Authors depict stories, such as this, from different regions of Canada to illustrate the typical lifestyle and struggle of people living there. 

In the same way that the lifestyles of individuals are not the same throughout Canada, the value or weight of their voices are equally as diverse.  Writers recognize the perspective of those who are marginalized from mainstream society, as the author Buffy Sainte Marie does in the poem titled “Now That the Buffalo is Gone”.  The poem reflects on the loss of rights and dignity for the Aboriginal people and their struggle with accepting the current situation of their culture. The author criticizes the fact that other defeated nations of history, such as post-war Germany, are at least left with some land and pride. Her attitude about the diminished voice and power of the Aboriginal people in Canada is clearly bitter. While a large portion of Canada’s population, the voice of these marginalized people is weak. 

Despite this weakness, though, the specific voice of the First Nations culture is still an important perspective for authors to relate in literature in order to educate people.  Beatrice Culleton wrote a controversial novel, April Raintree, which exposes the harsh realities for many of the Aboriginal culture. Two sisters, separated by foster care, develop different attitudes towards their Aboriginal culture and heritage. While one sister, Cheryl, struggles to improve the image of Aboriginal people in general society, the other sister, April, becomes ashamed of her family and culture and envies others who can achieve a positive outlook despite the restrictions against them in society. Instead of only giving one perspective for Aboriginal people, through the novel’s two different voices the author is able to share with readers two perspectives of the First Nation’s voice. For Canadians to understand the reality of other citizens in Canada, such as the Aboriginals, writing such as this holds much value.  

(Summary Sentence) The voices expressed through Canadian literature reflect, as they should, the various perspectives of the people themselves. 

Consider what the same essay would be like without the transitions linking ideas together between sentences and paragraphs. The ideas here are very choppy. 

Missing introduction (Thesis and transition) A variety of voices, including those influenced by a geographical region of Canada, those weakened and overpowered by the majority of society, and those with the distinct cultural perspective of the Aboriginal people, are explored. Readers are able to grasp more accurately the unique and different perspectives of the varied people of Canada. 


The voices of Canadians from different regions of the country show great variety because of their experiences. Sinclair Ross writes one such example of this perspective in the short story “The Painted Door”.  The characters of the story face physical and emotional duress during a violent storm. Anne feels a strong sense of desertion or depression because of the lack of interaction with other people in the area. The opportunity to interact with individuals is not available for Anne or John. Authors depict stories from different regions of Canada to illustrate the typical lifestyle and struggle of people living there.


The value or weight of their voices are equally as diverse. Writers recognize the perspective of those who are marginalized from mainstream society. The author Buffy Sainte Marie does in the poem titled “Now That the Buffalo is Gone”. The poem reflects on the loss of rights and dignity for the Aboriginal people and their struggle with accepting the current situation of their culture. The author criticizes the fact that other defeated nations of history are at least left with some land and pride. Her attitude about the diminished voice and power of the Aboriginal people in Canada is clearly bitter. The voice of these marginalized people is weak.


The specific voice of the First Nations culture is an important perspective for authors to relate in literature. Beatrice Culleton wrote a controversial novel, April Raintree, which exposes the harsh realities for many of the Aboriginal culture. Two sisters develop different attitudes towards their Aboriginal culture. Cheryl struggles to improve the image of Aboriginal people in general society. April becomes ashamed of her family and culture and envies others who can achieve a positive outlook despite the restrictions against them in society. The author is able to share with readers two perspectives of the First Nation’s voice. Writing holds much value. 


The voices expressed through Canadian literature reflect the various perspectives of the people themselves.  Missing the rest of the conclusion
