ELA 20 A

Ms. Waldner

	Recollections- A Journey Back
	Anticipation – On the Threshold

	Life is a journey that starts at birth. As we travel on the road of life, we make many discoveries that change the way we see our world and we meet many people who influence us. Childhood years can be challenging but can also be, in retrospect, a time of wonder and discovery.

Youth is a time of innocence and experience, laughter and tears, security and uncertainty. As we look back at the children we were and the people we knew, we get a sense of our roots and have an opportunity to understand who we have become, as well as who we would like to be.

My heart leaps up when I behold

A rainbow in the sky;

So was it when my life began; 

So is it now I am a man;

So be it when I shall grow old,

Or let me die!

The Child is the father of the Man;

And I could wish my days to be

Bound each to each by natural piety.

-William Wordsworth

Sub-units in this Unit are:

· Recollections of Childhood

· Recollections of Home and Family

· Wonder and Imagination 

· Looking Back and Looking Forward


	The journey of life continues as young adults stand on the threshold of their futures. Life affords them the opportunities and challenges to make decisions about their future directions, their values, their relationships, and their dreams. This is a time of new beginnings and taking responsibility. It is also a time to enjoy the fullness of life and the satisfaction of living.

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,

And sorry I could not travel both

And be one traveler, long I stood

And looked down one as far as I could

To where it bent in the undergrowth;

…Two roads diverged in a wood, and I-

I took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.

-Robert Frost

Sub-units in this Unit are:

· Roles and Responsibilities

· Choices and Commitments

· Perspectives and Passages

· Values and Goals




These units will both be explored through a variety of short stories, essays, poems, plays and novels. Their content will be integrated with Oracy (speaking and listening) and Literacy (reading and writing). Other Literacies (representing and viewing) will also be used in the course. 

Journal writing will be a continuous process to include both Oracy and Literacy skills.

The aim of English Language Arts is to graduate literate students who are competent and confident in using language for function and for enjoyment purposes. Language is a defining characteristic of human beings and is the basis for learning, thinking and communication. Our ELA program promotes language opportunities to: 

1. learn language through experiences with language.

2. learn about language (its elements, processes and conventions) as students speak, listen, write, read, view and represent.

3. learn through language by using it to learn about life, literature and language itself.

Student assignments and activities may include a combination of the following tasks:

	Speaking and Listening


	Writing and Reading


	Representing and Viewing

	Group discussions

Reports

Introductions

Interviews

Press conferences

Panel discussions

Business meetings

Speeches

Debates

Directions

Explanations


	Learning logs

Journals

Essays

 Business letters

Contracts

Proposals

Correspondence

Manuals, brochures, pamphlets

Newspapers, magazines, editorials

Reference material

Textbooks

Charts, maps, graphs
	Video

Television

Radio

Tapes, records, disks

Music

Drama

Film

Posters

Advertising

Web pages


