Act 4 notes per scene
Scene 1

· Witches around a cauldron “Something wicked this way comes” when Macbeth approaches. Shows an indication of Macbeth’s corruption.

· Macbeth demands answers and they ask their master

1. Macbeth is warned to beware Macduff

2. but then is told no one born of woman can harm him

3. He won’t be beaten until Birnam Wood (a forrest) comes to Dunsinane.

· These predictions fill Macbeth with confidence and hope (overconfidence).

· Reminder: Banquo initially told Macbeth in Act I that instruments of darkness betray us with truths (give us half truths that are misleading).

· Macbeth wants to know if Banquo’s sons will be kings. Eight kings appear with Banquo behind them.

· Lennox says Macduff fled to England. Macbeth is surprised and orders everyone at Macduff’s castle to be murdered.

· Choral reading first 36 lines of Act 5 scene 1

Scene 2

· Ross comforts Lady Macduff because her husband has fled (abandoning his family)

· Tender scene with Lady Macduff and son but followed by shocking brutality

· Messenger comes to warn her of approaching danger but arrives too late

· Murders enter and begin killing everyone (consider / watch whether Ross is two-sided and lets the murderers in)

Scene 3 

· Longest Scene of the play – several important things

1. Maclcolm is established as worthy of being king

2. By testing Macduff’s loyalties, Malcolm proves he is not deceived by appearances as his father was. (Malcolm keeps his plans secret until he knows to trust Macduff)

· Ross informs Macduff his family are dead

· Malcolm tells Macduff to turn his mourning to anger and seek vengeance against Macbeth

· Macduff is established as Macbeth’s nemesis

· Longest part of play with little action

1. Why leave it in here, all this dialogue?

2. What purpose is made of testing Malcolm?

