Online Portion of Media Coverage Exam       Name _____________________    /15 marks
If your response is through the media, newspapers, news broadcasts on TV., radio programs, documentaries, the internet, etc, does it scare you when you realize there is possible some control over all these parts of media?  One media mogul was quoted as saying he wasn’t in the “business of providing news and information, he was in the business of providing consumers to advertisers.” Can you trust what information you take in? Think critically!
Here are some interesting media-related topics to look into. Spend the hour looking into either one or two of the topics. Investigate the facts and find information about the topic. Then write a page summary of your conclusions. Note: If you want to write two shorter responses, then choose two topics to look into. If (This is something like a media log entry.)
Warning: Do not summarize what the topic is. I already know what the topic is. Be critical, ask questions of what you learn, look behind the scenes to understand what other issues exist there, and look for the possible good or bad of the topic. Dissect it.  

1.  Uncensored Commercials – this article discusses an upcoming program that considers why some foreign commercials are considered “too much” for American viewers. The interesting point made in this article is that a commercial that is banned equals to $11.7 million dollars worth of free advertising. Why do you think this is? What might be some of the reasons why some commercials are banned in certain countries? What can you discovered about the controversy over banned commercials?
http://www.canwestmediaworks.com/newsroom/viewNews.asp?NewsroomID=602


2. Michael Moore is in a little heat lately. He was filming for another documentary that focused on the failures of American Health Care, especially in the case of veteran soldiers. Similar to how Moore took a Columbine shooting victim to K-Mart and staged a media event, asking that the company remove all semi-automatic bullets from their store, Moore has tried something equally as good-spirited or manipulative, you decide. He took several 9-11 rescue workers to Cuba for medical treatment that they could not seem to get in America. He applied to the American government for permission to do this but did not receive a response. (We will assume he waited an appropriate or reasonable amount of time before moving on to other routes.) Because Cuba has a defiant history with America (remember the Bay of Pigs and attempted overturning of Castro by the Americans during the Cuba Missile Crisis from last semester’s History 20?), there are certain laws preventing Cuban contact. You cannot smoke a Cuban cigar in America, just like you cannot travel to Cuba without government permission. Well, since Moore took these people to Cuba for medical treatment, the government is pressing charges against him for committing what they consider a crime. Think for a moment: Has Moore treated the government carefully in the past several years or do you think they’ve been waiting for this opportunity to give a little justice back to Moore? Read up on this little bit of news and see what you can find out.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nGStsbCRKk4

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zHWuKroaSuY

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gp9s7IfwJ50
 (There is a new documentary out there called “Manufacturing Dissent” that claims Moore manipulates film and situations and creates conflict through it.)


3. People have a lot to say about Youtube. I myself had never used it until earlier this year but I find it extremely useful, in life and for teaching resources. But who else is using Youtube? If you’ve been around and know a little something about an online video blogger called Lonelygirl15, you will know that there has recently been some controversy. It was considered that she was just a young 15 year old girl who expressed herself online and had a rather large group of viewers. However, she was recently exposed to be an actress and the whole thing was scripted and set up. People are outraged because they believed she was one of them, however, she was not. Check it out. See what you can find about her and give your personal response. Remember the original question, who else is using Youtube? (Corporations and advertisers, perhaps?? Hmm?)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5XSld5qwqjQ

4. Along the same lines as Youtube, it is being used to promote propaganda by corporations. There is a new documentary out that was discussed on the news last night. It follows the Church of Scientology and is critical of its beginnings and followers. However, one reporter that has supposedly been harassed by members and representatives of the cult religion snapped back at one such member while being confronted. This was recorded on video and promptly released on Youtube to show how “crazy” this reporter is, possibly to reduce his credibility and make his reports less reliable. (If a reporter has an agenda and is making up a story, he is likely less effective, right? If you can reduce someone’s credibility, it won’t matter what they have to say, no one will listen.) Now, the reporter’s network has also released video footage of the reporter initially being harassed to enforce and back up the fact that he has been pressured and only responded in an upset fashion because he was pushed by these other people. Who is telling the truth? What is the real story? Does it matter? Whoever has the most convincing footage, possibly, wins the opinion of the viewer. See what you think? What would the Church of Scientology have to lose by the release of a documentary about it? Hmm? What does the network have to lose if people believe there is a vindictive reporter exposed and on their staff?
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0HGM8DSnYh0

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6J8-Zfzd55E  (Part1)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y0UZ7xeni28  (Part 2)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hxqR5NPhtLI  (Sweeny “losing it”)

5. Journalists investigating during International conflicts. Several journalists, as we have discussed, are killed or kidnapped during their work in foreign countries. Some move along with Combat units, putting themselves in extreme danger, looking for that “great story” or intently seeking to “let the world see the realities of war”. What do you think of this reality? Do you believe their task is an honest one and they should be there to document history or do you believe it is an unnecessary risk of life? 

http://youtube.com/watch?v=f3ykCOzHq0k

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=17Hv6C4rziU

http://youtube.com/watch?v=Nu5KcADTLts




Evaluation:
/4 
listing documents you have looked at, sites you visited in your search, other resources you considered

/4    point form list of your discovereies (labeled as either fact or opinion)

/7    summary of your discovery and conclusion on the topic ( 1 page length, size 12 font Courier New /    

        Times New Roman)

/ 15 marks
