News Media Comparison Activity

Below you will find the websites for several different sources of news information on the web. Choose a specific news event (it must be a world event in order to ensure all media sites will cover it) and compare each site’s coverage of that event. What you are looking for is the bias (or perspective) of each news report on the event. Keep in mind that an event itself has facts to be reported (the what, when, who, and where kinds of information), but it will surely have a type of perspective or ‘take’ on why something happened or how. Look for a slight bias each website may have by doing what you did the other day with the newspaper articles; look for the words that give an ‘impression’ of events and seem to lead you (slightly or blatantly) to form an opinion after reading the article.

The sites to use in comparing reports:

1. CBC – Canada’s news network   http://www.cbc.ca/news/
2. BBC – Britain’s news http://news.bbc.co.uk/
3. Al Jezera (English version) – Middle Eastern news  http://english.aljazeera.net/English
4. Fox News – American news (known for their opinions-based reporting) http://www.foxnews.com/
5. CNN – American news (corporately owned –agenda) http://www.cnn.com/
Questions:

1. What type of coverage is on their main page? What types of information, stories, and headlines?





2. Under “World News” 

a. What stories are the same?









b. What stories are not covered at all?







3. What types of pictures are shown? Do they help the viewer form an opinion of anything? (We discussed how pictures, or lack of them, can be an aspect of bias in print media.)




Choose a world event and fill in the following chart. Event ______________________________________________________
(Date, place, general ‘what’ of event)

	
	CBC
	BBC
	Al Jezeera (English)
	Fox News
	CNN 

	1. Headline







	
	
	
	
	

	2. Introductory paragraph’s  main emphasis








	
	
	
	
	

	3. Pictures included / excluded? Of what?

	
	
	
	
	

	4. Quotes? From who? Examples?





	
	
	
	
	

	5. Facts of the event









	
	
	
	
	

	6. Examples of phrases including bias – towards 
who?






	
	
	
	
	

	7. After reading, my impression is they are trying to convince the reader that… ?







	
	
	
	
	

	8. Any general comments / thoughts you have of the article and how it delivers the facts?





	
	
	
	
	


After completing this assignment, explain what you have learned about the difference in how news organizations choose to report events. Do they seem to have some underlying agenda/bias? Is it obvious or slight? 

Activity 2: Read articles under the World News Section from each of the pervious news sites and find examples to support what you feel is the impression the site seems to have of other countries.

For example, if you looked at the BBC World News section, understanding the background of the country’s government is important. Britain’s government is part of a coalition against Iraq and is fighting with the Americans. Do their articles sound aggressive towards the Middle East, do they sound as if they think poorly of Canada’s contribution / peace keepers, and give an impression of praise for Americans or do they sound critical of them, in an underlying and slight way? 

1. CBC’s impressions of foreign countries when reporting World News events…








2. BBC








3. Al Jezeera  (English)






4. Fox News








5. CNN News

