Net Search: Cold War

Use the following phrases to do some general research online about issues of the world during the period of the Cold War.

Remember, the Cold War was an ideological war between Communism and Western Democracy. Both the Soviet Union and the United States were determined to spread their own government type to new nations who were gaining their independence. With the colonies beginning to form their own nations, the Soviet Union was very aggressive in trying to spread Communism in Eastern Europe. The Americans put quite an effort in, along with much military and economic support, to ‘contain’ that. 

It was seeming that this Communist philosophy was ‘bleeding’ across the map in Asia with Vietnam and Japan following along. Once China’s Communist group gained victory in 1949, it seemed as if the ‘red tide’ of Communism was sweeping around the world. Americans feared this and altered their policies to stop this Communist threat. 

At times, this Cold War (which was ultimately a struggle of beliefs and not really one of combat) erupted into ‘shooting wars’ in both Korea and Vietnam and both the Soviet Union and America played a part in assisting in those battles. 

The Cold War ended very abruptly in 1991 when the Soviet Union collapsed. With western victory in the Cold War, tensions eased and some long-standing conflicts were resolved. 

Have a look at these different topics and see if you can’t briefly define the following:

1. Berlin Wall:




2. Disarmament:




3. 1963 Nuclear Test Ban Treaty:





4. Mikhail Gorbachev:





5. NATO:

6. Germany Reunification:






7. Korean War:






8. Vietnam War:








9. Senator Joseph McCarthy:






10. McCarthy Trials:







11. Nikita Khrushchev:







12. de-Stalinization:






13. Breshnev:





14. War in Afghanistan: (Soviet involvement)







15. Boris Yeltsin:






16. Vladimir Putin:






17. Poland’s road to Democracy:






18. Warsaw Pact was withdrawn:







19. Current Communist-led countries:

